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FOUNDER'S 
MESSAGE

Namaste. 

The last two years (2020 and 2021) were perhaps the most challenging years in the 

history of the Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET). Covid-19 brought 

out many issues but what was heartening is that the team at Manjakkudi rose up 

to the occasion and faced the problems that were thrown up by the pandemic.

Our educational institutions located in Manjakkudi and Sembangudi were one of 

the rst in the region to embrace the digital mode of learning when the rst 

national lockdown was announced in March 2020.

The online-ofine mode continued during the pandemic waves. In this context, 

the commitment and dedication shown by the principals, staff, non –academic 

staff and others associated with Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET) 

was exemplary and deserves special mention.

An important stamp of approval was given by India Inc. whose representatives 

came down to this tiny hamlet to conduct campus placement interviews. It was heartening for all 

stakeholders to witness students from rural India getting absorbed into reputable organisations 

with decent pay packages. This is an important testimony of the education to employment 

endeavour, a hallmark of our schools and college in Manjakkudi and Sembangudi.

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust's (SDET) Annual Report 2021-2022—brings to you a 

snapshot of all our projects in and around Manjakkudi and how they fared during the Corona, 

Delta and Omicron era.

I take this opportunity to thank our long standing donors for their unwavering commitment since 

inception of the integrated community development programme that is currently underway at 

Manjakkudi.

In conclusion, I would like to state that not only have we weathered the Covid-19 storm 

successfully but we continue to build new educational blocks at Manjakkudi.  This has been 

captured in the report as well.

Warm Regards,

Sheela Balaji 

Chairperson and Managing Trustee

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust

CHAIRPERSON'S 
MESSAGE

‘Flexibility of Mind' is what is needed for anyone who 

wants to learn. A mind that has run into a beaten track of 

accepted facts is neither willing to learn, nor capable of 

learning. Its doors are closed to the entry of fresh breeze of 

further understanding.

A mind that is agile and free, is ready to learn and it is 

capable of learning. The old conclusions are not there to 

colour, to interpret, to prejudice the mind that learns. The 

mind is free and, therefore, it discovers. Discoveries in all 

realms of human thought were not the outcome of a mind 

that was tethered to existing beliefs.

An Einstein would not have found out his theory of 

relativity if only he had accepted the then belief that two 

events could take place simultaneously at different places. 

A non Euclidean geometry would have been denied to us 

if the mathematicians had renounced their freedom to 

doubt the theory that, 'the angles of a triangle add up to 

two right angles.'

Come out of your shells of dead conclusions and listen 

afresh to the message of your scripture, to the words of 

your Master. Then and only then will you learn.

- Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati

v Chapter: Writings of Swami Dayananda. Only a 
th free mind discovers and learns  (15 February 1960)

v Excerpted from Swami Dayananda Saraswati 

Contributions and Writings by Sheela Balaji
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Manjakkudi is home to an integrated 

community development project instituted, 

developed and sustained by SDET.  For over 

close to two decades now, SDET's continued 

work through its projects have transformed 

this silent village into a knowledge hub, 

nourishing young minds to explore, 

experiment and expand their horizon.

In recent times, there is a growing awareness 

about programmes that support and promote 

sustainable living be it organic farming, animal 

welfare and investing in traditional knowledge 

systems. SDET has projects in all of the segments 

above.

AREA OF
OPERATION

MANJAKKUDI—
Our Founder 
Pujya Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati's Janmabhoomi

To empower and create opportunities 

for rural communities to realise their 

full potential and become contributing 

members of society.

VISION

Creating an environment of learning in 

rural India through educational institutions 

that are centres of excellence.

MISSION
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Number of Projects Currently 

Underway in Manjakkudi: 

14

Projects Managed by: 

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET)

Founded by:

Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati

Year: 

2003

Project Focus Area: An Integrated 

Community Development Programme in 

Manjakkudi and its surrounding environs.
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TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS

COMMUNITY SERVICE INITIATIVES

SUSTAINABLE LIVING PROJECTS

HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

SWAMI DAYANANDA
EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Manjakkudi is a small village situated 

in the Kaveri delta in Tiruvarur district.

It is 25 kms east of Kumbakonam and 

23 kms west of Tiruvarur.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

TAMIL NADU

Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
Semmangudi Higher Secondary School, Sembangudi village, Tiruvarur district  1
Swami Dayananda College of  Arts & Science, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district  1
TOTAL  3
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TAMIL NADU

Swami Dayananda Vedapatashala, Kodavasal, Tiruvarur district 1
Jnana Pravaha - Swami Dayananda Study Centre, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
TOTAL 2

TAMIL NADU

Swami Dayananda Ayurveda Clinic, Kodavasal, Tiruvarur district 1
Smt. Godavari Khilanani Wellness Centre, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
TOTAL 2

TAMIL NADU

Swami Dayananda Farm, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
Swami Dayananda Goshala, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
Micro Forest & Herb Garden, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
TOTAL 3

TAMIL NADU

Sri Lakshmi Narayana Perumal Temple, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
Sri Varadaraja Perumal Temple, Kodavasal, Tiruvarur district 1
Swami Dayananda Community Hall, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
Rural Ambulance Service, Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district 1
TOTAL 4
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A brief synopsis of the project expansion work that is 

currently underway in Manjakkudi is being shared in this 

segment of the Annual Report.

PROJECT 
EXPANSION

Jnana Pravaha— 
Swami Dayananda 

Study Centre

Started in:  2018

As the name suggests, Jnana Pravaha 

is a living tribute to Pujya Swami 

Dayananda Saraswati's memory and the 

continued tradition of his teachings. 

The application at the Study Centre 

provides access to around 6,332 hours 

of audio and video recorded during six 

long-term courses.
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It is being billed as an art-science learning hub at the 

Swami Dayananda Campus, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu. 

The Swami Dayananda Centre for Learning is in the 

nal stages of completion.  

Students from the neighbouring villages are expected to 

be the single biggest beneciary of the programme that 

would be taught at the Swami Dayananda Centre for 

Learning. This zone will supplement classroom 

teaching with the focus being on after-school and 

weekend programmes. A majority of the students are 

rst generation learners and the programmes at the 

Centre will be provided completely free of cost. Value 

education classes will also be conducted for the 

students. Close to 100 students are expected to benet 

from this arts-science intervention every week.

In all, this centre is expected to foster lateral thinking as 

opposed to linear and will also bring out the creative 

streak and scientic temperament of children from early 

on. 

That there is a growing demand for such an institute in 

a village is evident from the weekend value-education 

classes that are underway in the region for some time 

now.

Swamini Atmatattvananda Saraswati is conducting 

value classes and the lessons are interspersed with 

Bhakti stories and slokam chanting.

It started with Athichudi (single line quotations 

composed by Avvaiyar). “This is a very small effort. 

What we are trying is imbibing the right values in 

children from early on in life. We have received a 

positive response from students as well as the parents” 

says Swami Rameswarananda Saraswati of Arsha 

Vidya.

These classes are currently being held at the Shiva 

temple at Manjakkudi, every Sunday from 10 to 11 am, 

with participation ranging from 10 to 15 students.

SWAMI DAYANANDA 
CENTRE FOR LEARNING

The building renovation and modication works of the 

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, have been in progress for one 

year now. Most of the upgradation work stands 

completed at the moment.

The main areas of renovation included the main block 

entrance and construction of a new oor (rst oor) to N 

Block at the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu.

The current upgradation that is underway will enable us 

to offer more courses as there will be an addition to the 

current classroom size. It will also enable greater 

EDUCATION INFRASTRUCTURE EXPANSION 
AT SWAMI DAYANANDA COLLEGE
OF ARTS & SCIENCE

EDUCATION
I n  n e i g h b o u r i n g  S e m b a n g u d i ,  S w a m i n i 

Swaminathapriya Saraswati ji, (the coordinator of 

AIM for Seva's Chatralayams in Sembangudi and 

Thippanampettai, Tamil Nadu), has started the second 

year of value-based education classes for children 

residing in the village.

The value education programme that kicked off last 

year received a very good response from all concerned 

stakeholders, students and parents alike. This year, 

classes are being conducted every Saturday (5 pm to 6 

pm) at the Perumal temple in Sembangudi Agraharam. 

Students from classes 3 to 8 residing in and around the 

Agraharam are expected to benet from these Saturday 

classes. The batch size varies from 10 to 20 students. 

Course components include moral and value lessons 

from the epics and Puranas, slokams and bhajans.

“Students were constantly asking for the programme to 

be continued,” says Swamini Swaminathapriya 

Saraswati ji.

participation by students in extra and co-curricular 

activities (NCC, NSS, YRC) etc as an individual room 

will be assigned for such activities now. The library 

would be modernised (computerised). Additional 

restroom facilities are in line with Swachh Bharat. The 

faculty would stand to gain from individual department 

staff room facility.

The indoor stadium would motivate the students to 

constantly keep themselves t by taking part in various 

physical education classes.
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The inauguration function of the Central Water Supply 
thTank was held on 28  March 2022 at the Swami 

Dayananda Campus, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu.

This project has been fully supported by Lucas TVS 

Limited, a long time donor of Swami Dayananda 

Educational Trust (SDET). The 40,000 litre facility was 

inaugurated by Sri. S. Ramadoss, Group Chief Human 

Resource Ofcer, Lucas TVS Limited.

The installation of this water tank ensures that students, 

teachers and all staff at the Swami Dayananda Campus 

in Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, have access to clean 

drinking water at all times.

In his speech, Sri. Ramadoss commended the integrated 

community development work undertaken by Swami 

Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET) in Manjakkudi. 

The 40,000 litre water tank located at the Swami 

Dayananda Campus, Manjakkudi, Tiruvarur district, 

Tamil Nadu, will start functioning soon. Over 4,000 

people frequent the Swami Dayananda Campus, 

Manjakkudi, Tiruvarur district, Tamil Nadu, on a daily 

basis. Once the water tank becomes fully operational, it 

HEALTHCARE
WATER TANK AT 
THE SWAMI DAYANANDA 
CAMPUS

will provide access to clean drinking water and also 

support the water needs of the Micro Forest & Herb 

Garden located in close vicinity.

The biggest beneciary of this water project would be 

students, academic and non-academic staff and ofce 

executives who frequent the campus on a daily basis.

India is a water stressed nation. While it accounts for 

16% of the world's population, the country possess only 

four per cent of the world's freshwater resources. 

Changing weather patterns and drought is causing 

water scarcity.

As per reports, 70% of India's water sources are 

contaminated and our major rivers are dying because of 

pollution. Moreover, three-fourths of India's rural 

families lack access to piped, drinkable water and must 

rely on unsafe sources. *

In such a scenario, the installation and operation of a 

water tank is expected to provide a lifeline to the 

villagers at Manjakkudi. 

*(Source: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/water/

india-s-water-crisis-the-seen-and-unseen-76049)
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THANK YOU
We express our heartfelt gratitude and 

deepest appreciation to Lucas TVS Limited 

for coming forward and supporting the water 

tank installation project.
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A brief snapshot of various programmes and activities in and 

around Manjakkudi is presented in this segment.

MICRO FOREST & HERB GARDEN
Started in: 2013

Flora Count (2021-2022): 1669

Located behind the GR Auditorium in the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science campus, 
is a micro forest that is spread over an area of approximately four acres.

The herbal plants grown here are extensively used for home remedies and ayurvedic medicines. 

Tulasi and Brahmi are some popular varieties.
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Started in: 2013

Flora Count (2021-2022): 1669
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is a micro forest that is spread over an area of approximately four acres.
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VACCINATION 
CAMPS

¢  A day long Covid-19 vaccination camp was held on 
st21  August 2021 at the Swami Dayananda College of 

Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu. People 

from neighbouring villages and 132 students from the 

college took the jab as part of the drive. This camp was 

organised by the Youth Red Cross. 

 It was inaugurated by Dr. V. Hema, principal of the 

college. Our compliments to Dr. T.D.S. Divwagar 

and his  team from Government  Hospita l , 

Thiruvizhimizhalai, Tiruvaur district, Tamil Nadu, 

for successfully conducting this vaccination drive.

¢ Vaccination camps were held at the Swami 

Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, Pudukkudi library, 

Government School - Annavasal, Government 

Hospital - Kodavasal bus stand and Paadalamari 
rdAmman Kovil - Kodavasal on 3  October 2021. On 

this occasion, masks, sanitisers with thermal 

scanners were distributed to the villagers.

The delta wave was more severe and wrecked havoc on lives and livelihoods. Swami Dayananda Educational Trust 

(SDET) along with AIM for Seva (associate trust) worked tirelessly on the ground to provide relief to thousands of 

families from economically and socially disadvantaged backgrounds.

In this section, we provide a brief overview of the Covid-19 related seva undertaken in and around Manjakkudi during 

2021-2022.

COVID-19 SEVA
AT MANJAKKUDI

 The roll out followed the guidelines given by 

Dr. K. Vetrivel, Youth Red Cross, zonal coordinator, 

Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirapalli and 

Sri. J. Varadarajan, secretary, Indian Red Cross Society, 

Tiruvarur and Dr. V. Hema, principal, Swami 

Dayananda College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, 

Tamil Nadu.
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At our Founder Pujya Swamĳi's Janmabhoomi in 

Manjakkudi, the Chairperson and Managing Trustee of 

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET), Ms. Sheela 

Balaji distributed Covid-19 grocery kits to 2,250 families. 

The beneciaries came in from Manjakkudi and 

neighbouring villages such as Vembanur, Moolangudi, 

Narsingampettai, Thippanampettai, Keelapalaiyur, 

Uthirangudi, Neikkuppai and Sembangudi.

During July 2021, grocery kits were supplied to 2,000 

families living in eight villages surrounding Manjakkudi, 

Tamil Nadu. The beneciaries were from Manjakkudi, 

Vembanur, Moolangudi, Narasingampet, Keelapalaiyur, 

Sembangudi, Neikuppai and Thippanampettai.
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Milestones: Education to Employment Journey

Brandidea, Chennai visited the college campus for the 

rst time and has recruited 25 candidates. Another new 

entrant was Techvolt Software Pvt. Limited which has 

selected 14 students.

A regular recruiter, Lucas TVS Limited has issued offer 

letters for 19 candidates as production trainees at its 

plant in Padi. Another long time corporate visitor to the 

campus, Shri Narayani Nidhi Limited has absorbed 55 

candidates for the post of junior associate across various 

branches in Tamil Nadu. 

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance conducted campus 

interview for all  under graduate students for the post 

of graduate trainee. Ten students were selected post 

group discussion and nal interview. IndusInd Bank 

took in four alumni students while Capgemini recruited 

the same number of former students from the college. 

Swaas recruited 13 students for the post of software 

trainee and data analyst. The pay scale is Rs. 3,25,000 

per annum during the training period and Rs. 2,75,000 

yearly for data analyst. Sundaram Finance Limited took 

in 13 students for the post of assistant manager at an 

annual package of Rs. 4 lakhs per annum.

As part of the annual campus recruitment drive 

at the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, 181 students have been placed 

with reputable organisations during 2021-2022.

ANNUAL CAMPUS PLACEMENT
REPORT (2021-2022)

We are pleased to share that the Swami Dayananda 

College of Arts & Science has entered into a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Global 

Talent Track Foundation (GTTF), Pune for online job 

readiness training / life skills training programme under 

the CSR (corporate social responsibility) initiative of 

Barclays Bank. A total of 320 nal year students 

participated in this training.

Another Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was 

inked with Resileo Labs for the business analytics 

training programme. 

Three Year Campus 
Placement Record

List of Recruiters 
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2019-2020

No. of Students Placed
 101

2020-2021

 No. of Students Placed
139

2021-2022

 No. of Students Placed
181

S. Name of  No. of 
No. The Company Students 
  Placed

1 Brandidea 25

2 Capgemini 4

3 Enterstellar Softwares 1

4 GE Haier 2

5 HTC Solutions 1

6 ICICI Prudential Life Insurance 10

7 IndusInd Bank 4

8 Lucas TVS Limited 19

9 MMC Infotech Services Pvt. Limited 8

10 Resileo-Labs 1

11 Roadmap IT Solutions Pvt. Limited 8

12 RR Donnelley  1

13 Shri Narayani Nidhi Limited 55

14 Softeon India Pvt. Limited 1

15 Sundaram Finance Limited 13

16 Swaas Solutions 13

17 Tata Consultancy Services Limited 1

18 Techvolt Software Pvt. Limited 14

 TOTAL 181
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 FIT INDIA RUN
Student volunteers from the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & 

Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, took part in Fit India Freedom Run 
ndas part of Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav — India@75 on 2  October 2021. 

This was organised by Nehru Yuvakendra (under the administrative 

control of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of 

India), Tiruvarur,  Tamil Nadu.

The run started at Tiruvarur Manu Neethi Cholan Mandapam and 

concluded at the entrance of the Thiyagaraja Temple. District Collector, 

Smt. Gayathri Krishnan, Member of Parliament from Nagapattinam, 

Sri. M. Selvaraj and Tiruvarur MLA, Sri. Poondi K. Kalaivanan, took the 

lead role in organising this run.

The event was graced by 25 NSS (National Service Scheme) volunteer students from Swami Dayananda College

of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu. College professors, Dr. P. Sivakumar (NSS – nodal ofcer), 

Dr. S. Singaravadivel (NSS – programme ofcer) and Dr. S. Ananth (Physical Director), coordinated the event. 

The District sports and youth welfare ofcer, Sri. M. Muruhuvendan and Nehru Yuvakendra Deputy Director, 

Sri. M. Thiruneelakandan presented certicates of appreciation to the students.

 CERTIFICATIONS

The Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu is making an all out effort to get the NAAC 

(National Assessment and Accreditation Council) accreditation. Dr. V. Hema, principal and Dr. D. Indhumathi have 

attended the training programme organised by Bharathiyar University, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. The two faculty 

members then conducted training programmes for other academic staff on data presentation and drafting of seven 

criteria of NAAC in order to make the accreditation more transparent and efcient.

Dr. Selva (now Vice Chancellor of Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirappalli, accreditation ambassador, Alagappa 

University and senior advisor, Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Annamalai University and member of Syndicate, 

Alagappa University, Tamil Nadu) held a brainstorming session where the participants gained more knowledge on 

the accreditation process that is currently underway in the college.

Dr. Arivudainambi, Director, Internal Quality Assurance Cell, Annamalai University and his peer team paid three 

visits to our college and conducted talks on NAAC related report writing and documentation that saw participation of 

all staff members. 

A seven member steering committee headed by the principal are 

working round the clock to achieve the NAAC accreditation by 

collecting and compiling data and submitting all the relevant 

documentation on time. 

The criterion relate to curricular aspects, teaching, learning and 

evaluation, research, innovation and extensions, infrastructure 

and learning resources, student support and progression, 

governance, leadership and management and institutional values 

and best practices. 

The NAAC accreditation process is in its nal stages now.

NAAC Accreditation

Sharing details of this important milestone, school principal, 

Ms. Padma Raghunathan said the school authorities have been 

sending a letter for NCC implementation to the NCC Ofce in 

Kumbakonam since 2016. “In 2018, we made it to the wait list. The 

aim of implementing this programme in the school is to create a 

talent pool of trained and motivated youth who will provide 

leadership in all walks of life and also be available for the service 

of the nation.”

Students can obtain NCC 'B' certicate, if they complete two years 

of NCC training. They can get NCC 'C' certicate, after 

completion of three years. “This training would enable the 

students to become committed, condent and competent leaders 

in all walks of life and responsible citizens of the country. It would 

motivate the students to look at the armed forces as a career 

option,” Dr. V. Hema, principal, Swami Dayananda College of 

Arts & Science said. 

 STUDENT LEADERSHIP
We are happy to share that the Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School and the Swami Dayananda College 

of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, have been selected under the FSFS (Fully Self Financing Scheme) to start a 

NCC (National Cadet Corps) unit in the campus.

NCC Activities During the Year

School:

Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School

Sanctioned Cadet Strength: 

100

Number of Students Expected to be Benefitted 

During 2021-2022:

50

College:

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science

Sanctioned Cadet Strength:

160

Number of Students Expected to be Benefitted 

During 2021-2022:

53
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In addition to the NAAC accreditation, the 

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, is working towards 

bagging the ISO 9001:2015 certication. Towards 

this end, the college had constituted a four member 

committee chaired by the principal, Dr. V. Hema. 

A training programme for both teaching and 

non-teaching staff was conducted by Sri. B. 

Vijayakumar, technical lead, Creative Quality 

Management Services during the year. During the 

workshop, Sri. B. Vijayakumar stressed on the standard 

requirements for effective administration and quality 

policy objectives.

All staff members underwent training programmes 

on risk management, context of organisation, QMS 

(quality management systems) documentation and 

internal auditing. Sri. Vijayakumar also gave tips on 

breakdown reporting and 5S training to all the college 

conductors and drivers.

The committee members have prepared a framework 

detailing tangible college infrastructure such as class 

rooms, teaching aids and student prole. 

In addition, the preparatory documentation work 

relating to administration, nance and accounts, 

teaching and learning, career education, training and 

placement, quality assurance, library, physical 

education, club association and transportation are 

currently underway.

As part of the certication exercise, a series of 

processes have been undertaken to consolidate a 

host of aspects such as student enrolment, methods 

adopted for teaching, lesson plans, syllabus and 

preparing students to appear for the university 

examination etc.

The different stages for reaching the level of 

certication have been duly drafted by the committee 

members for submission on time.

ISO 9001:2015 is a prestigious certication and the 

college authorities are hopeful of getting the same.

Update on ISO Certification
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FOSTERING ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE

R. Sujitha, a former student of the Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, is now an aspiring doctor. She is currently pursuing her MBBS 

degree from KAP Viswanatham Government Medical College, Trichy, Tamil Nadu.

Her father is a government employee while her mother is employed as a teacher. 

Sujitha joined the Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Manjakkudi, 

Tamil Nadu in 2017. She took the science stream. 

“At my new school, I got exposed to a new teaching methodology. This greatly improved 

my understanding capacity,” says Sujitha. What's more, since childhood, Sujitha had set her 

sights on becoming a doctor as it is considered to be a noble profession. “It was also my 

parents wish to see me as a doctor,” she says.

Sharing tips for NEET preparation, Sujitha says, “If you want to crack NEET, start 

preparing from now!”

Success Testimonial: Why this Programme is Important

SASTRA has committed itself to establish a Science Technology 

Engineering Mathematics (STEM) lab facility in 10 schools at a cost of Rs. 5 

lakh each. Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School is one such 

institution where this facility has been set up. Selected students from 

Classes 6 to 12 recently participated in the rst and second level of the 

training session at the STEM lab. The main goal is facilitation with DIY (Do-

It-Yourself) kits on robotics, IoT (Internet of Things), 3D printing, AI 

(articial intelligence) and drones. This has been done with an overall 

mission to strengthen science and technology-based learning at the school 

level.

STEM — CNR RAO LAB

NEET Sponsorship
Our associate trust, AIM for Seva has sponsored the full coaching of ve students of Class 11 (2021-22) 

of the Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Tamil Nadu, towards NEET (National 

Eligibility cum Entrance Test). This sponsorship will be for two years and the students would be 

trained by Ahaguru through their mentor learning programme. The total cost of this sponsorship 

programme is Rs. 3.5 lakhs. The students were hand-picked based on their aspiration and performance 

in the previous level. Parental consensus was also taken before enrolling the children for this online 

coaching programme.
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Poetry  Prize for the
College Students

Gunning for the 
Civil Services

College Toppers 

The following students from the Swami Dayananda 

College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, 

have got university ranks among 156 colleges afliated 

to Bharathidasan University. 

A training session for UPSC (Union Public Service 

Commission) aspirants was conducted at the Swami 
rd th Dayananda College premises on 23  and 24 December 

2021. This training seminar was conducted by Sri.

T.K. Srinath, a prominent trainer from Bangalore. 

As part of the training module, the expert gave a bigger 

picture of how to prepare for the civil services 

examination to the students. Sri. T.K. Srinath also gave a 

simple task of notes making to the student groups 

to check their ability of grasping content in the 

newspaper and connecting to the topic. On the second 

day, Sri. T.K. Srinath conducted a review session and 

explained to the students the strategy behind the long 

preparation for civil services. This workshop saw 

participation of 200 students from the college. A few 

students and faculty from the Swami Dayananda Matric 

Higher Secondary School, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, 

also took part in this event.

Name of the Student Course Rank
nd

M. Kalaiselvi B.Com, BM 2
rd

D. Miruthula B.Com, BM 3
rdV. Sugapriya B.Com, BM 3
thD. Mubar Sowmiya B.Com, BM 4
th

S. Vengadalakshmi B.Com, BM 5
thT. Abinaya B.Com, BM 6
thS. Dhanapriya B.Com, BM 8
th

D. Sripriya B.Com, BM 14
th

A. Yamini B.Com, BM 16
thS. Abirami B.Com, BM 17
th

M.G. Nandhini B.Com, BM 20
th

K.R. Bharatwaj BCA 11
thV. Kiruthika B.Sc, Physics 13
thE. Pavithra B.Com 18
th

R.T. Ramkumar B.Com 19
thS. Pavithra B.Sc, IT 12
thB. Subitsha B.Sc, IT 20

UNIVERSITY �NK HOLDERS 
2018-2021 batch

A collection of poems written by students K. Kiruthika 
rdand K. Lawanya, 3  year (BA English) have been 

published in World Book of Records, London.

Name of the Student Course Rank

thR. Gayathry M.Com 6

thS. Siva Priya M.Com 10

UNIVERSITY �NK HOLDERS
2019-2021 batch
 

COVERAGE OF OUR WORK IN THE MEDIA
DURING 2021-2022
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Started in: 2006

Number of Students (2021-2022): 31

Our students from Telangana, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu have come back to continue with their 
studies. The Swami Dayananda Vedapatashala focuses on imparting traditional knowledge 
systems. The residential school teaches Krishna Yajur Vedam and Vaikhanasa Agama among other 
subjects to the students. Students join the Patashala for a seven year curriculum and the institute 
follows the Guru-shishya parampara.

SWAMI DAYANANDA VEDAPATASHALA
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The new academic session (2021-2022) for second 
st

and third year students commenced on 1  July 2021 

via Google Meet. As part of an anytime, anywhere 

learning initiative, the college professors started 

uploading the materials in the Bharathidasan 

University e-portal  ( to which the Swami 

Dayananda College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, 

Tamil Nadu is afliated).

The second wave turned out to be ercer than the 

rst one, the Tamil Nadu state government 

formulated necessary guidelines. Instructions were 

received from Bharathidasan University to 

commence classes via ofine and online mode 
th

alternatively from 9  August 2021 for second and 

third year students during academic year 2021-2022. 

The Swami Dayananda 

College of  Arts & Science, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, was 

one of the rst institutions in the 

region to embrace the online mode of 

learning with the onset of the rst national 

lockdown end of March 2020.

The hybrid mode of learning continued all through 

2020 and 2021.

THE SWAMI DAYANANDA 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE

As soon as the rst national lockdown was announced in 

March 2020, the college management decided on 

continuity in learning and education. The virtual mode of 

learning was quickly adopted and embraced by the 

professors and students alike. 

College professors were trained on the new mode of 

learning for a week. As the transition from classroom to 

virtual classroom happened end of academic year 2019-

2020, the rst task on hand was completion of syllabus, 

preparing the students for exams and keeping them 

engaged.

The college staff created Google classrooms for all classes 
rdon 23  March 2020. Lesson plans and materials were 

created and uploaded within a week. Out of 1,711 

students, 1,472 from 10 courses registered for the virtual 

classrooms and began accessing the content on a regular 

basis. Daily classroom activities like assignments, tests, 

quiz etc were recorded in a separate Google sheet by the 

respective professors. 

The college professors were now well versed 

when it came to virtual classrooms. They prepared 

the study materials (PPTs and PDFs) and uploaded 

the same in Google classrooms for the benet of the 

students. Students in turn were instructed to 

upload their assignments in the classroom 

application. Internal examinations were conducted 

successfully.

What was heartening is that after the initial 

hesitation, the parents and teachers came forward 

and accepted the new mode of learning whole 

heartedly. Now, the parents are at the forefront and 

are asking the faculty to enable continuity in 

education at all times. 

Nevertheless, minor challenges were encountered 

when it came to adapting to the new mode of 

learning. “Close to 20% of the students still don't 

have a laptop or smart phone. We have requested 

them to buy the same or join their friends and access 

the study material from neighbourhood computer 

centres. Also, some of the students have not been 

able to access online classes on account of poor 

network connectivity in their areas,” Dr. V. Hema, 

principal, Swami Dayananda College of Arts & 

Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu said. 

In the end, the digital mode of learning provided 

an unstoppable learning experience.

Name of the Institution: 

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science

Started in:

2001

Located in: 

Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district

Tamil Nadu

Number of Students (2021-2022): 1744

Girls: Boys: 842 902  |  

College Motto:

Educating the Future

Rooted in Tradition

ACADEMIC YEAR 
2020-2021

ACADEMIC YEAR 
2021-2022

The Google classroom code was shared with two 

representatives in each class and they in turn shared the 

code to rest of the classmates. Within two weeks, 90% of 

the students signed up and used the app actively. This 

was a major milestone and the Swami Dayananda 

College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, 

became one of the rst college in the region to 

implement the online mode of learning. 

It was a huge sigh of relief for the parents and the 

student community as well. The students now had 

access to all learning material at their homes.

College Report: Virtual Classes 

Page | 28 Page | 29

2021- 2022SDET ANNUAL REPORTSDET ANNUAL REPORT 2021-20222021-2022



The new academic session (2021-2022) for second 
st

and third year students commenced on 1  July 2021 

via Google Meet. As part of an anytime, anywhere 

learning initiative, the college professors started 

uploading the materials in the Bharathidasan 

University e-portal  ( to which the Swami 

Dayananda College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, 

Tamil Nadu is afliated).

The second wave turned out to be ercer than the 

rst one, the Tamil Nadu state government 

formulated necessary guidelines. Instructions were 

received from Bharathidasan University to 

commence classes via ofine and online mode 
th

alternatively from 9  August 2021 for second and 

third year students during academic year 2021-2022. 

The Swami Dayananda 

College of  Arts & Science, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, was 

one of the rst institutions in the 

region to embrace the online mode of 

learning with the onset of the rst national 

lockdown end of March 2020.

The hybrid mode of learning continued all through 

2020 and 2021.

THE SWAMI DAYANANDA 
COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE

As soon as the rst national lockdown was announced in 

March 2020, the college management decided on 

continuity in learning and education. The virtual mode of 

learning was quickly adopted and embraced by the 

professors and students alike. 

College professors were trained on the new mode of 

learning for a week. As the transition from classroom to 

virtual classroom happened end of academic year 2019-

2020, the rst task on hand was completion of syllabus, 

preparing the students for exams and keeping them 

engaged.

The college staff created Google classrooms for all classes 
rdon 23  March 2020. Lesson plans and materials were 

created and uploaded within a week. Out of 1,711 

students, 1,472 from 10 courses registered for the virtual 

classrooms and began accessing the content on a regular 

basis. Daily classroom activities like assignments, tests, 

quiz etc were recorded in a separate Google sheet by the 

respective professors. 

The college professors were now well versed 

when it came to virtual classrooms. They prepared 

the study materials (PPTs and PDFs) and uploaded 

the same in Google classrooms for the benet of the 

students. Students in turn were instructed to 

upload their assignments in the classroom 

application. Internal examinations were conducted 

successfully.

What was heartening is that after the initial 

hesitation, the parents and teachers came forward 

and accepted the new mode of learning whole 

heartedly. Now, the parents are at the forefront and 

are asking the faculty to enable continuity in 

education at all times. 

Nevertheless, minor challenges were encountered 

when it came to adapting to the new mode of 

learning. “Close to 20% of the students still don't 

have a laptop or smart phone. We have requested 

them to buy the same or join their friends and access 

the study material from neighbourhood computer 

centres. Also, some of the students have not been 

able to access online classes on account of poor 

network connectivity in their areas,” Dr. V. Hema, 

principal, Swami Dayananda College of Arts & 

Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu said. 

In the end, the digital mode of learning provided 

an unstoppable learning experience.

Name of the Institution: 

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science

Started in:

2001

Located in: 

Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district

Tamil Nadu

Number of Students (2021-2022): 1744

Girls: Boys: 842 902  |  

College Motto:

Educating the Future

Rooted in Tradition

ACADEMIC YEAR 
2020-2021

ACADEMIC YEAR 
2021-2022

The Google classroom code was shared with two 

representatives in each class and they in turn shared the 

code to rest of the classmates. Within two weeks, 90% of 

the students signed up and used the app actively. This 

was a major milestone and the Swami Dayananda 

College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, 

became one of the rst college in the region to 

implement the online mode of learning. 

It was a huge sigh of relief for the parents and the 

student community as well. The students now had 

access to all learning material at their homes.

College Report: Virtual Classes 

Page | 28 Page | 29

2021- 2022SDET ANNUAL REPORTSDET ANNUAL REPORT 2021-20222021-2022



Dhivya has bagged a job with the 

Rane Group during the campus 

placement drive conducted at the 

Swami Dayananda College of Arts 

& Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil 

Nadu. Dhivya, a B.Sc (Chemistry) 

graduate from the college was 

offered the role of executive 

trainee—HR (Human Resources) at 

an annual package of Rs. 1.8 lakhs. 

Her father, an ex-serviceman, is no 

more. Her mother is an English 

teacher at the Government Middle 

School, Maharajapuram, Tamil 

Nadu. Dhivya was aware of the college at Manjakkudi as her mother had 

done a teacher training course at the campus sometime back. 

Recounting her college years, Dhivya says she entered a new environment 

when she rst stepped into the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & 

Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu. “There was a lot of focus on academics 

with our professors constantly inspiring and motivating us to reach out for 

the top. The subjects were made interesting with PPT (power point) 

presentations. We had random tests, weekly tests and internal examinations 

and model exams.” But college years were not just restricted to academics 

alone. “We were encouraged by the staff to participate in many inter college 

festivals. Department level festivals were also organised to enable us to 

develop organisational and leadership skills.”

Dhivya was part of the NSS (National Social Service) while studying in 

college. She also bagged a second prize in an elocution competition held at 

the taluk level (Kodavasal). Apart from academics and extracurricular 

activities, Dhivya made full use of her three years in college by enrolling in 

the IECD (Institute of Entrepreneurship and Career Development) 

programme at the Bharathidasan University. The Swami Dayananda 

College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, is afliated to the 

Bharathidasan University. 

During her rst year, Dhivya did a desktop publishing course under IECD 

while in the second year; she opted for a programme in Sanskrit. “During 

free periods, I always made it a point to take Sanskrit classes for juniors at 

the college. Sometimes, a senior student–junior student connect is better. It 

leads to more ice breaker moments. I am glad that I could help motivate a lot 

of juniors and this exercise also helped me improve my condence and 

communication skills.”

Dhivya has already set her sights on her future career. “I have started to 

prepare for the CAT (common admission test), the entrance examination 

for MBA at the IIMs (Indian Institute of Management). I would like to do 

an MBA at IIM Trichy,” she says.

Initially, there was panic with the way the 

s i tuat ion was evolving.  The col lege 

management responded with alacrity by 

giving the green signal for the online mode of 

learning, end of March 2020.

Many of our students are from low income 

groups. They had to adapt themselves to the 

digital mode of learning. It was not easy at 

rst due to lack of exposure to the new 

medium, connectivity issues and access to 

devices. 

But I am happy to share that both teachers 

and students embraced the ipped classroom 

model successfully. The college staff and 

authorities ensured continuity in learning via 

Google Meet, Google classrooms and Zoom. 

Testimonial by Principal

Dhivya B

Dr. V. Hema

rdThis remote mode of learning commenced from 23  March 

2020. Close to 86% of the college students (or 1472 out of 

1711) migrated to the online platform immediately. This was 

an important step in digital equity.

The new educational mode of delivery was not without its 

fair share of challenges. Technical glitches were a routine 

feature due to poor connectivity. It only strengthened our 

resolve further to provide access to learning resources, 

anytime and anywhere. This led to development of E-

content course materials that were uploaded on the 

university portal (Bharathidasan University).

I take this opportunity to specially commend our teaching 

staff who left no stone unturned in ensuring continuity in 

education during these two crucial years. They worked 

diligently and ensured that the quality of online teaching 

was on par with regular classes at the college. Google Meet 

and Google classrooms were the most widely used 

applications during this period. 

In addition to streaming of class lessons, staff meetings and 

interactive programmes, placement training programmes 

and interviews, value-education classes, conferences, 

department events and NSS related programmes were 

conducted.

The college administration team also painstakingly ensured 

that the new student admission process adapted itself to the 

online mode.

While initially it looked like Covid-19 would end up 

paralysing continuity in learning but in the end, what we all 

learnt and mostly importantly imbibed was that the 

lockdown cannot deter our spirit to learn, to teach, and to 

share study notes.

I am happy and proud to share that with the cooperation of 

the management and staff, we were able to make a smooth 

transition from physical classes to virtual classes. This 

enabled students from rural India to be on par with their 

peers elsewhere in the country.

SUCCESS STORIES

Alumnus

Two years of Covid-19 did not deter the spirit of our college students from rural India. As 

evidenced from the campus placement report (2021-2022), many of them bagged good roles in big 

corporations. In this section, we share two success stories from the ground.
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The rst wave of the pandemic and the more severe 

Delta wave crippled regular schooling across the globe. 

Learning was replaced by learning gaps and online 

schooling was the order of the day.

The principal and staff at the Swami Dayananda Matric 

Higher Secondary School, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu,  

ensured continuity in learning for all students during 

2021-2022. A small report of the school activities during 

the year is shared below.

Alumnus

SWAMI DAYANANDA MATRIC 
HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL

Srinivasan M

Srinivasan, a B.Sc. (computer science) graduate from the Swami 

Dayananda College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu, made 

ends meet during his college years by doubling up as a tourist cab driver 

in the evening.

Srinivasan's father, a weaver and mechanic died when he joined college. 

His grandmother, a weaver was supporting the family. Right after he 

joined the institution, Srinivasan quickly developed contacts and also 

managed to bag a job as a driver with a travel company—SRT Travels in 

Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu. His monthly salary ranged from Rs. 6,000 to 

Rs. 8,000 during this period. 

While Srinivasan diligently attended classes in the mornings at college, 

during evenings (5 to 11 pm), he would be on the highways in Tiruvarur 

district, Tamil Nadu, taking tourists on temple tours. During weekends, 

he would make long distance trips to Chennai as part of his duties as a cab 

driver. So in between attending college during the day and working in the 

evenings, how did Srinivasan manage to squeeze out time for 

assignments and preparing for exams? “I did a bit of planning and always 

made sure that I had the relevant study materials in a physical as well as 

digital format (on his phone). There are ample rest intervals during long 

distance driving and I managed to catch up on my studies during those 

breaks,” he says matter-of factly. 

Srinivasan bagged a job with Sundaram Finance during the annual 

campus placement drive at the college. Apart from being a skilful driver, 

Srinivasan is also a mridangam artist having performed in numerous 

college festivals. Srinivasan has joined the NBFC (non-banking nance 

company) as an assistant manager at an annual package of Rs. 4 lakhs. 

“My immediate goal after getting a job is to settle the loans that we took for 

my father's medical treatment. Also, my sister who is in Class 9 is keen to 

pursue higher studies. After that only can I think of a long term career for 

myself.”

Academic Accomplishments

2020-2021

Many school students joined engineering and technology 

courses in reputable institutions.

Our educational journey over the last two decades in a 

rural area is best exemplied by some recent student 

success stories.

Name of the Institution: 
Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary 
School

Started in:
2006

Located in: 
Manjakkudi village, Tiruvarur district, Tamil 
Nadu

Number of Students (2021-2022): 723

Girls: 359  |  Boys: 364

School Motto: 
Rising Together Through Knowledge

The rst three places were occupied by students 
from the science stream

1. AMUDHAVALLI R. 580.45/600

2. SARWESWARAN A. 577.09/600

3. JAYASURYA S. 567.17/600
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SWAMI DAYANANDA MATRIC 
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Schools closed down with the onset of the pandemic in March 2020. 

Initially, we did not know how to handle the situation. Soon, we 

successfully took the school to the online mode using  Zoom.

One year went by. The staff and students eagerly looked forward to 

coming back to regular school in June 2021 but that was not to happen 

as the country closed down again during the second wave. The only 

difference now was that we were better prepared to face the 

challenges thrown in by the pandemic. During the last week of May 

2021, a parent teacher meet was organised and classes 9, 10 and 12 
stwent online from 1  June 2021.

 Also, the teachers were more condent now. They were well trained 

in using different applications to make the class more effective such 

as screen sharing, video sharing, PPTs, live demonstrations, lab 

sessions and recorded video classes. We graduated to three one hour live sessions daily and one 

recorded session for each of the classes.

stA month later (1  July 2021), Classes 1 to 8 went into the virtual mode. Again, a parental orientation was 

conducted prior to class commencement. Fifty ve students from Class 11 began attending online school 
thfrom 24  July 2021. A subject induction programme was conducted two days before. Digital classes for 

the kindergarten section also commenced on the same day.

While students from Classes 1 to 8 wrote two monthly tests in July and September and had one term end 

exam in September 2021, they came back to school only from November 2021.  Students from Classes 10 

and 12 had their unit test in September 2021 while their rst revision exams were conducted in the rst 

week of January 2022 in the ofine mode. 

Through the pandemic, in addition to studies, students also managed to participate in a host of intra 

school competitions.

A second year B.Com student of the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu,  Viswanaath V. is making sure his education is put to 

good use. The son of a trader in the region, Viswanaath is brimming with ideas 

with respect to expansion of the family business. “As a rst step, I am looking to 

expand the business to the nearby regions,” says the young student condently. 

In addition to trading in pulses, Viswanaath's father runs a mobile recharge shop 

and our mill at Kattur near Tiruvarur district, Tamil Nadu. The family hails 

from this region. 

This wasn't the case eight years back when Viswanaath joined Class 6 at the Swami 

Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu. “At that 

time, he was a quiet and shy boy and a bit lazy too,” recounts Ms. Padma 

Raghunathan, principal, Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, 

Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu. Prior to the pandemic, Viswanaath's father was working 

abroad. He lost his job at the start of Covid-19. The boy’s father then decided to 

relocate to his native town and start a business from their residential locality. The college-goer’s mother is a homemaker 

and she is also helping in the family business. His younger sister, V. Samayasree is studying in Class 9 at the Swami 

Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu.

This young entrepreneur nished his higher secondary in 2019 and took the commerce stream. He is currently 

pursuing B.Com from the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu and is fond of 

marketing management. He is putting the knowledge learnt in the classroom to practice in the family business. Based 

on Viswanaath's insistence, the family recently embarked on a our mill venture as no proper our mills are located in 

the region. The product categories being sold include normal rice, maize, gram and wheat our. In addition, healthy 

varieties such as health mix and ragi our are also available. Recently, the rm ventured into selling packaged spices 

like turmeric, chilli, coriander and sambar powder, under the brand name, Samayasree Food Products. Viswanaath is 

now looking to expand the business by investing in suitable machinery, packing machine and an oil mill for gingely, 

coconut and groundnut oil. Moving forward, Viswanaath is looking to place advertisements of his products in local 

dailies as well as giving samples to neighbouring stores as part of test marketing initiatives. “Now, I can't imagine this 

shy little boy supporting and taking his father's business to the next level,” says Ms. Padma Raghunathan. Indeed, a 

transformation!.

A Budding Entrepreneur
Alumnus

Viswanaath V.

M. Thulasi from Class 11 bagged the third prize in a 

speech competition organised on the occasion of the Father of 
ndthe Nation, Mahatma Gandhi's birthday on 2  October. 

She received a certicate and a cash prize of Rs. 2,000 from the 

Tiruvarur District Collector on this occasion.

M. Thulasi
Class: 11

Testimonial by Principal

Ms. Padma Raghunathan
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Name of the Institution: 

Semmangudi Higher Secondary School

Started in: 1958

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET) 

took over the management of the Semmangudi 

Higher Secondary School in 2004.

Located in: 

Sembangudi village, Tiruvarur district

Tamil Nadu

Number of Students (2021-2022): 1144

 551 | 593Girls: Boys: 

School Motto: 

Rising Together Through Knowledge

SEMMANGUDI HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL

J. Sanjay from Class 12 secured the 

rst place in a district level 

competition held at Tiruvarur, 

Tamil Nadu. He went on to 

participate in the folk dance (boys) 

competition at the state level in 

Salem, Tamil Nadu. The event, Kala 

Utsav-2021 was conducted by the 

Department of Education. J. Sanjay 

is from the Arun-Divya AIM for 

Seva Chatralayam for Boys, 

Sembangudi, Tamil Nadu.

Academic Achievements 

(2020- 2021)

Karolin  Mary A.
 553.55 / 600

Sowmiya R.
547.61 / 600

Pooja J. 
539.59/ 600

In this section, we present a brief report of the Semmangudi Higher Secondary School, Sembangudi, Tamil Nadu.

Eight students from the 

Semmangudi Higher Secondary 

School, Sembangudi, Tamil 

Nadu, participated in an essay 

writing competition on the 
thoccasion of the 75  

Independence Day Celebrations 
th(15  August) conducted by the 

Government Museum, 

Tiruvarur, Tamil Nadu. The 

students received certicates of 

participation on this occasion. 

Co-Curricular Accomplishments

S. Asin from Class 12 secured 

the rst place at a district level 

competition held at Tiruvarur, 

Tamil Nadu. She participated 

in the folk dance (girls) 

competition at the state level in 

Salem, Tamil Nadu, conducted 

under the banner, Kala 

Utsav—2021.

All 242 students from Class 12 got promoted as per 

the directives from the Government. 
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For academic year 2021-22, classes resumed in 

the Whats App mode initially. Regular schooling 

commenced from September 2021. 

To ensure safety of our students, Covid vaccination 

camps were conducted in the school premises for 

the age group, 15 to 18 years. This was overseen and 

conducted by the doctors from the Primary Health 

Centre, Arasavanangadu.

From January 2022, students in the age bracket 

12 to 15 years became eligible for their rst dose. 

The process of Covid vaccination is set to be 

completed soon.

shared and Kalvi channel 

classes. The hand written 

assignments were then 

h a n d e d  o v e r  t o  t h e 

respective class teachers 

by parents and the process 

of evaluation commenced.

This method of teaching 

was in place for two consecutive months. In the 

meantime, the Tamil Nadu government issued 

textbooks which were then distributed to the 
th thstudents in school. From 18  January 2021 till 30  

April 2021, regular schooling began for students 

from Classes 9 to 12 on the instructions of the 

government. The classes were conducted on a 

rotational basis.

I am happy to share that despite the challenges posed 

to the schooling sector due to the pandemic, our 

institution's student strength has been rising. The 

enrolment for the current academic year (2021-2022) 

stands at 1144 and this is a substantial increase when 

compared to the numbers of the previous two years, 

1087 and 1084, respectively.

ACADEMIC YEAR 
2020-2021

ACADEMIC YEAR 
2021-2022
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Testimonial by Principal

Sri. T.V. Raman
Semmangudi Higher Secondary School, a unit of 

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET) is 

situated in Tiruvarur district, Tamil Nadu. This 

institution serves as a humble educational abode for 

students from economically disadvantaged 

backgrounds and those coming in from the 

neighbouring 60 villages surrounding Semmangudi. 

As Covid-19 engulfed the nation, the Central 

Government imposed a nationwide lockdown end of 

March 2020. Initially, everyone at the school was not 

prepared for an extended lockdown. But we soon got 

our act together and started forming Whats App 

groups for various classes. We were ably supported 

by the school management all through.

Thankfully, students from Class 11 and 12 managed 

to nish their public exams baring one subject. But 

students from Class 10 weren't that lucky. Public 

exams hadn't begun for them. Many students could 

not afford costly internet packs to attend digital 

classes. We managed to nd a via media through 

Whats App. Weekly assignments and study 

materials were sent to the various Whats App class 

groups and the submissions were regularly 

evaluated by the school staff. Although public 

exams got cancelled later, but the students had 

acquired enough knowledge by then through the 

study materials and assignments.

The commencement of the new academic year (2020-

2021) began on a new note literally. Each teacher was 

assigned two villages (60 villages in all) and they took 

the responsibility of going in a two wheeler and 

distributing the study material and assignment 

sheets to all the students.

The students were also instructed to watch Kalvi TV, 

an initiative undertaken by the Tamil Nadu state 

government to deliver lessons through the analogue 

medium on a regular basis. The assignments given to 

the students were based on the study materials 

SWAMI DAYANANDA AYURVEDA CLINIC
Started in: 2005

Number of Patients Treated Annually: 1800

An important step towards propagation of alternative medicine in Manjakkudi and its environs 

was achieved with the establishment of the Swami Dayananda Ayurveda Clinic in 2005.

The Ayurveda Clinic was set up to preserve and promote indigenous medical treatment in line 

with modern lifestyle. The objective was also to reduce dependency on allopathic treatment.

Ayurvedic treatment is popular amongst the villagers especially with respect to recurring 

problems like back ache, knee and joint pain. In particular, ayurvedic treatment is effective for 

various orthopaedic and nervous disorders, sciatica, rheumatoid arthritis and skin disorders.
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We take this opportunity to acknowledge the contribution of our four main pillars of support at 

Manjakkudi. Their consistent and continuous support has enabled us to undertake a full edged 

integrated community development initiative at Pujya Swamiji's Janmabhoomi in Manjakkudi.

CSR SUPPORT 

SWAMI DAYANANDA FARM
Started in: 2011

Number of rice varieties (2021-2022):  260
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At the Swami Dayananda Farm, we select the purest line of heirloom seeds from 

across our farmer network in the country. We follow a traditional cultivation 

pattern, with only two harvests in a year. It is a culmination of age-old experience, 

time and minimal technology. Our farming techniques use sustainable practices.  

Hence, we are able to produce artisanal heritage rice varieties.
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A big Thank You to our long standing 

partners for believing in our Vision and being 

an important Mission partner in our journey.

OUR SUPPORTERS
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MS. SHEELA BALAJI

Chairperson and Managing Trustee, Social Entrepreneur

Ms. Sheela Balaji’s mission is to drive societal transformation at the grassroots through education. An ardent 

student of Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Ms. Balaji has worked to create opportunities in education, 

employment and sustainable living for rural communities. Ms. Sheela Balaji was recently made a non officio 

member of the Council of the National Culture Fund, Ministry of Culture, Government of India for a three 

year period till March 2025. She was awarded the 'Nari Shakti Puraskar (2017)' by the Ministry of Women & 

Child Development, India, for her contribution to education, community development and sustainable 

living. Ms. Balaji has been with SDET since 2003.

MR. M.G. SRINIVASAN

Correspondent (Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science) 

and Trustee, Retired Professional

Mr. M.G. Srinivasan, a native of Manjakkudi, has served in the state Electricity Board, Mettur Dam and 

the Indian Railways. He was with the Materials Management Branch of the Indian Railways for 36 years. 

Post retirement, he took interest in building and renovating village temples in the Tiruvarur district. Mr. 

Srinivasan has been with SDET since 2010.

MR. ARVIND BALAJI

Trustee, Industrialist

Mr. Arvind Balaji is the Joint Managing Director of Lucas TVS Limited and Managing Director of India 

Nippon Electricals Limited. He is also a member of the Board of Lucas Indian Service Limited and Delphi-

TVS Technologies. Mr. Balaji has an MBA in finance from the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania 

and a Masters degree in Manufacturing Systems Engineering from Stanford University. Mr. Balaji has 

been with SDET since 2007.

LEADERSHIP TEAM
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MR. S. NATARAJAN

Trustee, Industrialist

Mr. S. Natarajan, a native of Manjakkudi, was a student of Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati and attended 

Pujya Swamiji's courses at the Arsha Vidya Gurukulam in Anaikkatti, Tamil Nadu. Mr. Natarajan managed 

ancestral agricultural lands and ran an engineering fabrication industry in Kumbakonam for more than four 

decades. Mr. Natarajan has been with SDET since 2003.

MR. G. DHARMARAJAN

Trustee, Retired Professional

Mr. G. Dharamarajan, who hails from Manjakkudi, has had over 20 years of experience in operations 

with well known organisations, like Travencore Rayons Ltd. and National Petroleum Company. 

Mr. Dharmarajan was instrumental in establishing Swami Dayananda Krupa Care*, a residential support 

facility for adult men with intellectual disability in Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu. 

(*Swami Dayananda Krupa Care is managed by AIM for Seva.)

MR. R. RAMAMURTHY

Trustee, Retired Govt. School Headmaster

Mr. R. Ramamurthy, a native of Manjakkudi, served as the Secondary Grade Teaching Assistant at the 

Swami Dayananda Higher Secondary School (1951 to 1992). He attended the Madras English Language 

Teaching Campaign – Special Training and a special training in new maths conducted by the Education 

Department, Chennai. Mr. Ramamurthy has been with SDET since 2010.
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In addition, the management of Swami Dayananda Educational Trust 

(SDET) would like to thank the donors below for contributing generously 

towards education and empowerment of children from rural India.

AIM FOR SEVA CANADA

SRI. SHYAM PENUBOLU, HYDERABAD

ZEN LINEN, CHENNAI

Thank

 You!
We take this opportunity to thank 

all our donors, supporters, sevaks 

and other volunteers for their 

commitment and action at our 

beloved Founder, Pujya Swami 

Dayananda Saraswati's birthplace

at Manjakkudi.



MS. SHEELA BALAJI

Chairperson and Managing Trustee, Social Entrepreneur

Ms. Sheela Balaji’s mission is to drive societal transformation at the grassroots through education. An ardent 

student of Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Ms. Balaji has worked to create opportunities in education, 

employment and sustainable living for rural communities. Ms. Sheela Balaji was recently made a non officio 

member of the Council of the National Culture Fund, Ministry of Culture, Government of India for a three 

year period till March 2025. She was awarded the 'Nari Shakti Puraskar (2017)' by the Ministry of Women & 

Child Development, India, for her contribution to education, community development and sustainable 

living. Ms. Balaji has been with SDET since 2003.

MR. M.G. SRINIVASAN

Correspondent (Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science) 

and Trustee, Retired Professional

Mr. M.G. Srinivasan, a native of Manjakkudi, has served in the state Electricity Board, Mettur Dam and 

the Indian Railways. He was with the Materials Management Branch of the Indian Railways for 36 years. 

Post retirement, he took interest in building and renovating village temples in the Tiruvarur district. Mr. 

Srinivasan has been with SDET since 2010.

MR. ARVIND BALAJI

Trustee, Industrialist

Mr. Arvind Balaji is the Joint Managing Director of Lucas TVS Limited and Managing Director of India 

Nippon Electricals Limited. He is also a member of the Board of Lucas Indian Service Limited and Delphi-

TVS Technologies. Mr. Balaji has an MBA in finance from the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania 

and a Masters degree in Manufacturing Systems Engineering from Stanford University. Mr. Balaji has 

been with SDET since 2007.
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A silent revolution is underway since 2001 in Manjakkudi, the birthplace of our Founder, Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati. 
Over the last two decades, one initiative has led to another, education and employment (school, college and BPO), Vedic school, 
farming and cows (organic rice farm and goshala) and community healthcare (Ayurveda clinic, wellness centre and rural 
ambulance)—reflecting a logical and symbiotic evolution of one project with another.

OUR CONTINUING IMPACT

Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School Semmangudi Higher Secondary School

EDUCATION

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS

Jnana Pravaha - Swami Dayananda Study CentreSwami Dayananda Vedapatashala
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HEALTHCARE FACILITIES SUSTAINABLE LIVING PROJECTS

Swami Dayananda Farm

Swami Dayananda GoshalaMicro Forest & Herb Garden

COMMUNITY SERVICE INITIATIVES
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Lakshmi Narayana Temple, Manjakkudi Varadaraja Perumal Temple, Kodavasal

SUSTAINABLE LIVING PROJECTS
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Administrative Office: 

SWAMI DAYANANDA EDUCATIONAL TRUST

‘Srinidhi’ Apartments, No.4, Desika Road

Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004, Tamil Nadu 

Tel: +91 44 2498 7955 / 66

Mob: +91 95000 60153

Project Office:

SWAMI DAYANANDA CAMPUS

Manjakkudi

Tiruvarur District - 612 610

Tamil Nadu 

Tel: +91 4366 260 300

swamidayanandaeducationaltrust@gmail.com

www.sdet.in sdetmanjakkudi sdet_manjakkudi      
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