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NOTE FROM THE FOUNDER

This is all life is, I tell you. It is just caring and sharing. The more you care for others, the more you grow into a 

complete person. You need not have compassion; act compassionately. There is no other way. Care for your own 

organism. Care for your culture, your own religion. Start with the people of your own country. 

Maybe they are blessed in certain ways but are denied certain advantages. They all belong to the bharatiya body. In 

your own body, even your toes are not remote to you. Whether you have a chest pain or a headache, your attention 

and concern are all the same. I thought that we should connect the mainstream society to the people of the 

remote regions.

It is a dream-come-true for many of us who had a vision that there should be a college in this rural area, a college 

that would serve the students, girls and boys, [who] would go on to become graduates. It is so nice to see that a child 

entering the elementary school here in Manjakkudi, can come out with a Masters degree after a few years. All the 

way one can go. This is a privilege, a blessing; a blessing because one gets the infrastructure to absorb, to learn.

- Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati



You may have heard of this saying: ‘It takes a village to raise a child.’ 

What it means is that a child cannot grow in isolation – he / she must 

interact with and learn from an entire community of people from varied 

backgrounds to experience the fullness of life. 

Dear Friends,

Namaste.

SDET’s farms have helped revive ancient agricultural methods and have 

given farmers a reason to carry on their traditional occupation. The 

institution of a goshala has made way for the opportunity to breed 

indigenous cows and create a thriving dairy industry. Moreover, the 

crops on the farm are nourished by the products and by-products from 

the goshala. 

However, the corollary also applies – that it takes a network of 

supporters and ongoing efforts to build and sustain that village. 

The Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET) has tried to create in 

Manjakkudi – the janmabhoomi of Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati 

– a self-sustaining eco-system wherein each element becomes a source 

of support for the other. 

Through the maintenance of temples and the building of a community 

centre, SDET has worked to provide platforms for social interaction, 

which will help foster community bonding. The Vedapatashala 

propagates the ancient wisdom and practices of our Vedas in a 

structured manner, alongside a curriculum that focuses on mainstream 

education. SDET has also established a wellness centre and an 

Ayurveda Clinic to provide for the villagers’ health needs. The 

maintenance of a 24-hour rural ambulance, manned by an experienced 

nurse, provides a channel of access to advanced medical facilities in 

times of need. 

What Manjakkudi represents is a socio-economic eco-system that has 

embraced modernity yet maintained its essential rural ethos. It has 

taken us 17 years to get here, and it would not have been possible 

without the unstinting support of our corporate partners. Manjakkudi 

represents an excellent example of rural-urban synergy – wherein 

corporate and individuals based in cities have fostered a village that is 

developed yet has not lost its unique character. 

Ultimately, it is such villages that we need to build – then, our nation's 

next generation of children will be taken care of. 

The schools and college help over 5,000 children from 300 villages in 

the vicinity to benefit from education, and grow up to become effective, 

contributing adults. They also provide a ready option of education for 

the children of those who come to live and work in Manjakkudi. 

Sheela Balaji
Chairperson and Managing Trustee, 

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust
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Manjakkudi represents a socio-economic eco-system that has embraced modernity yet maintained its essential rural 

ethos. The integrated community development programme by Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET) aims to 

create societal change and progress from the grassroots without compromising the essential character of the rural 

traditions, culture and lifestyle. Through this programme, we have achieved the following goals:

MODEL VILLAGE

Ayurveda Clinic

Preservation of Culture

Varadaraja Perumal Temple 

Rural Ambulance

Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School
Semmangudi Higher Secondary School

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science

Job Fair organised annually by 
Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science 

Participation by companies from 
banking and finance, automotive and HR 

Over 160 students placed in good positions

Ayurveda clinic provides free 
consultation; medicines given at 

subsidised cost

24-hour rural ambulance manned by 
experienced nurse

Agro-forest spread over 4 acres
Around 356 trees, grown from 20 indigenous varieties

Herb Garden spread over half-an-acre
Herbs grown here are used for home remedies and ayurvedic treatments

Swami Dayananda Farms

Over 40 acres of land for organic rice farming

Over 130 varieties of heritage rice grown

 

Spread over 1 acre of land
Over 50 cows, with all varieties

of indigenous breeds being grown
Cows given all-natural feed

 

Swami Dayananda Vedapatashala - 
36 students live and learn Vedas

and modern educational 
curriculum in gurukulam-style

A daily yield of 85 litres of organic milk sold
to state-owned milk cooperatives

Panchagavyam made from milk, ghee, dung and 
urine used as organic fertiliser for rice fields



u Use of all-natural fertilisers and pest control measures for maximum benefit to the crops and soil.

u Responsible tilling and planning of crop cycles to maintain the soil's nutritive capacity.

u Formation of an Agro-forest over 4 acres with over 350 trees to reverse the carbon footprint.

u Revival of over 130 heritage varieties of rice through careful preservation of seeds.

 To showcase the larger impact our projects are enabling on the ground, we have mapped below the key results of our 

projects to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) charted by the United Nations. The given set of 17 goals 

address the global challenges we face – through its projects, SDET fulfils the aims of eight SDGs.

u Provision of holistic wellness treatment through Ayurveda Clinic.

u Ready access to the nearest hospital via a 24-hour ambulance service manned by an experienced nurse.

u Production of healthy indigenous rice varieties.

u Use of all-natural fertilisers and pest-control measures on a 40-acre organic farm.

u Sustaining traditional knowledge systems alongside modern education through the Vedapatashala.

u Avenues for higher education for over 1,500 students through a co-educational college with 
undergraduate, post-graduate and research programmes.

u Educating over 2,000 students through 2 schools (in both English and Tamil mediums of instruction).

u Employment of villagers in Manjakkudi and villages in the vicinity through SDET’s projects.

u Revival of agricultural practices, employment of farm hands and ensuring of fair returns for farmers.

u Responsible tilling and planning of crop cycles to maintain the soil's nutritive capacity.

u Use of all-natural fertilisers and pest control measures for maximum benefit to the crops and soil.

u Revival of over 130 heritage varieties of rice through careful preservation of seeds.

u Formation of an Agro-forest over (approx.) 4 acres with over 350 trees to reverse the carbon footprint.

IMPACT

u Building of over 50 individual toilets, with a target of 70 more to follow in the next year.

u Two new toilet blocks built for the Semmangudi Higher Secondary School – for boys (with 6 toilets 
and 7 urinals) and girls (with 10 toilets).

u Creation of a self-sustaining rural model. 

u Maintaining a fine balance between modern education and traditional knowledge systems.

u Provision of modern and traditional medicine systems.

u Maintenance of places of worship and community centre as platforms for social interaction and 
community bonding.



PROJECTS

Semmangudi Higher Secondary School 

In 2004, SDET was asked to take charge of the 

management of the school, to improve and upgrade its 

infrastructure. The older buildings were refurbished, 

additional buildings were constructed and well-equipped 

science and computer labs were set up. The quality of 

The Semmangudi Higher Secondary School, a Tamil-

medium educational institution, was founded by 

philanthropist Sri. S.S. Natesa Iyer in 1958. The school 

was established to address the lack of educational 

opportunities for girls in the village, and was named after 

eminent Carnatic musician, Sri. Semmangudi Srinivasa 

Iyer. The school began with 10 students (five boys and 

five girls). 

education improved year on year, and students from 35 

villages in the vicinity began to attend the school. 

Today, the school's strength is 1,092 (527 boys and 565 

girls). Forty-eight per cent of the students are first-

generation learners. The school has a spacious 

playground and an open-air theatre. It also runs 

integrated skill development programmes. The five 

branches of study offered are math/computer Science, 

math/Biology, commerce/ accounts, EMA (electrical 

maintenance and appliance), and accountancy and 

auditing. In 2015, the school partnered with Macmillan 

to teach English language to the students. 

565
Girls

strength 
1,092

527 
Boys 



Swami Dayananda 
Matric Higher 
Secondary School  

The Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary 

School was established to provide quality education 

in English to children in the rural region. It opened its 

doors in 2006 with 27 children; today, it has 912 

students (480 boys and 432 girls) who come from 

Manjakkudi and 80 surrounding villages. Teaching in 

English in rural India is a challenging task, and SDET 

employs the right methodologies and creates a 

c o n d u c i ve  e nv i ro n m e n t  to  fo s te r  p ro p e r 

understanding and usage of English. The school has 

a team of experienced, dedicated teachers who 

encourage creativity, exploration and curiosity 

through the use of varied extra-curricular activities. 

The school’s curriculum includes physical training, 

yoga, music and karate.

Through the provision of smart classrooms, well-

equipped science laboratories and a library with over 

1,500 books, SDET has brought to this rural 

hinterland the best of modern pedagogical facilities. 

Other facilities include a cafeteria and modern toilets 

and washrooms. 

432
Girls

strength 
912

480 
Boys 



The Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, a 

co-educational institution affiliated to Bharathidasan 

University, was established to provide higher education 

opportunities for students in Manjakkudi and other 

villages in the region. The need was felt particularly in the 

case of girls, who were unable to leave their families and 

live alone in other cities during their course of study. 

The college was established in 2001, and moved into its 

current state-of-the-art campus in 2003. The college 

offers a wide range of career-oriented graduate, post-

graduate and research programmes. Eighty percent of 

the students are first-generation learners. The college 

began in 2001 with 200 students. Over the last 17 years, 

over 1,500 students from the region have enrolled for 

undergraduate, post-graduate and doctoral programmes. 

Students from other states have also enrolled in the 

college. The college also offers several scholarship 

programmes to benefit students with merit but who come 

from challenged financial backgrounds. Facilities include 

a comprehensive library with over 8,000 titles, a well-

equipped science laboratory and spacious classrooms. 

Swami Dayananda 
College of 
Arts & Science

1,500 Students from

300 Villages

80% rst-gen 
learners



The Sri Varadaraja Perumal Temple in Kodavasal 

is said to have been built in the late ninth century 

by the Chola kings. The temple suffered from 

plunder and disrepair over several decades, and 

needed a good deal of care and attention to 

revive it .  SDET took over the temple's 

administration in 2006 and has worked to revive 

its Vedic traditions, renew the sanctity of the 

temple, create a space for social interaction and 

establish a micro-economy of traders and 

service providers around the vicinity. The temple 

serves as a key platform for community bonding, 

and several important festivals are celebrated 

annually. The temple, which follows the 

vaikanasa agama, also provides the students of 

the Vedapatashala with valuable experience on 

temple worship procedures.

The Swami Dayananda Vedapatashala 

was established to propagate, promote 

and spread the practice of Vedanta 

studies. The seven-year course includes 

the teaching of mantrams and yagams 

and is run by expert faculty members. 

Thirty-six boys and their gurus reside and 

study in this clean, minimal and serene 

space. Students from 7 years of age are 

admitted in the Vedapatashala. Apart 

from studying the Vedas, the students 

also undertake study of mainstream 

school curriculum of math, science and 

computers. Over 50 students have 

a l r e a d y  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e 

Ve d a p a t a s h a l a  a n d  h ave  fo u n d 

employment as teachers and priests. 

Swami Dayananda Vedapatashala

Varadaraja Perumal Temple



Every year, the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science 

organises a job fair, which sees the participation of students from 

the college itself and from (around) 20 colleges in the region. 

Companies from diverse sectors such as banking and finance, 

automotive and HR participate in the fair. Several of our students 

have found jobs in organisations such as Sundaram Finance, 

Tata Consultancy, City Union Bank, ICICI and other corporate 

houses through campus placement. In this year, 164 students 

from the Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science have been 

placed in good positions.

Job Fair 2017-18

164 
students 

from our college 
were placed



The Swami Dayananda Goshala was set up in 2012 to preserve and 

propagate indigenous breeds of cows. The goshala, spread over 1 acre, has 

spacious sheds that are well ventilated and fitted with fans and lights to 

ensure that the cows are comfortable and content. We have around 52 cows 

in our goshala.

The breeds raised here include Tharparkar from Rajasthan, Gir from 

Gujarat, Red Sindhi and Shahiwal from Punjab, Punganur from Andhra 

Pradesh, Umblacherry from Tamil Nadu and Hariana from Haryana. Older 

cows that are marked for slaughter are rescued and looked after in the 

goshala as well. The cows are taken for grazing and are given high-quality, 

all-natural feed. A daily yield of over 85 litres of organic milk is sold to state-

owned milk cooperatives providing villagers with a sustainable means of 

livelihood. The manure generated is used to make all-natural fertiliser that is 

used in the farm.

Swami Dayananda Goshala
Spread over 
1 acre

Over 50 
Cows 

Over 

85 litres 
organic milk



Swami Dayananda Farms 

Around 40 acres of land have been developed by 

SDET for the propagation of organic farming 

practices, revival of heritage rice varieties and 

reinstitution of age-old natural farming techniques. 

The farm has successfully reared 70 species of 

organic medicinal plants, 8 vegetable crops, 16 

varieties of trees, 20 types of crotons, and over 130 

varieties of heritage rice seeds. Farmers have been 

encouraged to adopt sustainable agricultural 

practices, and only all-natural fertilisers and pest 

control measures are employed on the field. 

The heritage rice varieties grown on the farm are 

retailed through Spirit Of The Earth, an immersion 

centre created by AIM for Seva (a pan-Indian 

registered charitable organisation, founded by 

Pujya Swamiji in 2000) in Chennai.

A parallel initiative has been the propagation of 'Nel 

Thiruvizha', a public event that sees the coming 

together of indigenous agrarian experts and 

practitioners to exchange seeds, knowledge and 

practices, in Manjakkudi. 



Jnana Pravaha is a living tribute to Pujya Swamiji's memory and the continuing tradition of his teachings. 

Seekers may immerse themselves in Pujya Swamiji's teachings, contemplate and meditate on them and enjoy 

the lingering fragrance from the garden in quietude. 

The entrance to Jnana Pravaha has been fashioned on the likeness of old agraharam houses, complete with a 

thinnai and doorway. Jnana Pravaha houses the following facilities: a Reading Room that displays all the titles 

published by the Arsha Vidya Research & Publication Trust; a Meditation Hall where one can have an 

‘appointment with oneself’; a state-of-the-art Lecture Hall where acharyas of Arsha Vidya conduct classes on 

Vedanta; the Swami Dayananda Digital Archive, which contains around 15 terabytes of Pujya Swamiji's talks 

and teachings in digital format. 

Jnana Pravaha



The Herb Garden, a half-acre space dedicated to rearing 

plants of medicinal value, is located next to the Agro-forest. 

These herbs grown here are typically used for home 

remedies and ayurvedic medicines, and it is imperative 

that we preserve the knowledge for posterity. The local 

community continues to buy the herbs to treat common 

ailments such as cold and fever. The varieties of herbs 

grown here include Brahmi, Semparathi, Notchi, Amman 

Pacharisi, Vellai Karisalankanni, Kuppaimeni, Vellarukku, 

Naaiveli, Omavalli, Thulasi and Vembu among others.

Located behind the G.R. Auditorium in the Swami 

Dayananda College of Arts & Science campus, is an Agro-

forest that is spread over an area of (approx.) four acres. 

The Agro-forest has around 356 trees, grown from 20 

indigenous varieties. The tree species include Silver Oak, 

Iluppai, White Sandale, Cassia Javanica, Ruthraksham, 

Lemon, Vengai, Kadambu, Mango (Imampasand), Vilvam, 

Rose Apple, Gooseberry and Jackfruit among many others.  

Agro-forest and 
Herb Garden

356 trees 
with 

20 indigenous 
varieties 



The Smt. Godavari Khilanani Wellness Centre was inaugurated in September 2017. Donated by Dr. Prem and 

Dr. Urmila Khilanani, the focus of the centre is to promote quality life, progressive development and healthy 

behavioural patterns among the students of Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Swami Dayananda 

College of Arts & Science and the villagers living in Manjakkudi. 

Smt. Godavari Khilanani Wellness Centre

A 24-hour ambulance service manned by an experienced nurse has been provided to support the emergency needs of 

the villagers and ferry them to the nearest government facility in Kodavasal.

Rural Ambulance



Ayurveda Clinic
Improving a community's health through increasing access to healthcare systems and establishing high-quality 

healthcare infrastructure is a key constituent of rural development. A healthy community has increased knowledge 

and awareness levels, is highly productive and has an improved quality of life. The lack of a robust public healthcare 

system prompted SDET to build health infrastructure and increase access to existing healthcare services with a 

24-hour ambulance service. With a focus on reviving old knowledge systems while adapting them to today's lifestyle, 

SDET established an Ayurveda Clinic to reduce the growing dependence on western medicine and to preserve and 

promote traditional medicine.

Set up in 2005, the Ayurveda Clinic in Kodavasal specialises in traditional medicines and treatment. 

Dr. S. Rajendran, trained at the renowned Arya Vaidhya Pharmacy, near Coimbatore with his team of trained medical 

staff provides free of cost consultation to the villagers while the treatment and medicines are given at subsidised 

prices. The clinic attracts more than 150 patients a month, some coming from places as far as 30 km away.

The clinic attracts more than 150 patients a month, 
some coming from places as far away as 30 km.



FINANCIALS

Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Manjakkudi

Semmangudi Higher Secondary School, Sembangudi

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science, Manjakkudi

Swami Dayananda Vedapatashala, Kodavasal

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Girls (Senior), Sembangudi

Swami Dayananda AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Girls (Junior), Sembangudi

Arun-Divya AIM for Seva Chatralayam for Boys, Sembangudi

Swami Dayananda Farms, Manjakkudi

Swami Dayananda Goshala, Manjakkudi

Agro-forest & Herb Garden, Manjakkudi

Ayurvedic Clinic, Kodavasal

Smt. Godavari Khilnani Wellness Centre, Manjakkudi

Swami Dayananda Community Hall, Manjakkudi

Rural Ambulance Service
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Swami Dayananda Community Hall
Built as a space for villagers to hold their celebrations and meetings, the Swami Dayananda Community Hall with a 

capacity to accommodate about 250 people, is managed and maintained by SDET and provided to the villagers free of 

cost. Five mobile toilets with showers have been constructed for women within the community hall premises in line with 

the Indian Prime Minister’s Swachh Bharat Abhiyan progamme.



SPONSORS

LEADERSHIP TEAM

Chairperson and
Managing Trustee 
Ms. Sheela Balaji

Social Entrepreneur

Correspondent
Mr. M.G. Srinivasan
Retired Professional

Trustee
Mr. Arvind Balaji

Industrialist

Trustee
Dr. Shanthi Ranganathan

Social Entrepreneur

Trustee
Mr. S. Natarajan

Industrialist

Trustee
Mr. G. Dharmarajan
Retired Professional

Trustee
Mr. R. Ramamurthy

Retired Govt. 
School Headmaster

(*It is with deep regret that we share that Mr. V. Rajagopalan passed away on January 22, 2018. 
His contributions to SDET will be always held in high esteem.)

Manjakkudi is today a centre of excellent in education and a self-sustaining model of rural empowerment. For this, 

due credit goes to our generous sponsors, who helped us set up the needed structures to put this cycle of positive 

change in motion. Thank you for your continued support.

Lucas Indian Service Limited

We thank all our individual donors for their invaluable 
contributions and continued support.

Trustee*
Mr. V. Rajagopalan



Administrative Office: 

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust

‘Srinidhi’ Apartments, No.4, Desika Road, Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004, Tamil Nadu 

Tel: +91 44 2498 7955 / 66  |  Mob: +91 95000 60153

Project Office:

Swami Dayananda Campus

Manjakkudi, Thiruvarur District - 612 610, Tamil Nadu 

Tel: +91 4366 260 300

swamidayanandaeducationaltrust@gmail.com

www.sdet.in sdetmanjakkudi sdet_manjakkudi      


