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"Manjakkudi is a model village; it has become hi-tech".

- Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati 



Our Founder

Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati was a spiritual teacher, profound 
thinker, philosopher, master of the Vedanta, a lucid author, as well as a 
composer of Carnatic music. As a world re-nowned spiritual leader 
and master of Vedanta, his influence on a world stage has been 
enormous.  Posthumously awarded the Padma Bhushan, Swamiji was 
the founder of AIM for Seva, Swami Dayananda Educational Trust, 
Arsha Vidya Research & Publication Trust and Arsha Vidya 
Gurukulams in India and USA.

Though deeply rooted in the richness of tradition, Pujya Swamiji was 
contemporary in his thinking and approach to the issues of the day. 
Swamiji’s impeccable logic, brilliant analysis, erudition, precise use of 
the language, and humour made him the greatest teacher of Advaita 
Vedanta. His discourses taught the most profound truths in such a 
simple language leaving the audience spellbound. Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati did not confine himself just to Vedanta. His humanness and 
empathy extended to all civilizations, and all cultural forms. He strove 
to preserve, nurture and appreciate the diversity of human culture. 
There is no place for aggression or domination or conversion in his          
all-embracing approach.



Namaste,

Recently during a trip to Manjakkudi, I met a young girl, Kanakavalli, from the 
neighbouring village who cycles to 'Swami Dayananda Matric Higher 
Secondary School' everyday. She recounted that after an argument at home, 
she walked to the back of her house where an empty well stood and sang her 
heart out. She had no audience, but she sang loudly a song that she had learnt 
at a Friday music class conducted by Smt. Bombay Jayashri Ramnath. She 
finished her song, and felt relieved, and went back to her everyday routine. 

Kanakavalli is one of the 20,000 people benefitting from the Swami Dayananda 
Educational Trust projects in Manjakkudi. With a clear focus to address the 
issues that education in India faces : access, equity and equality, the Swami 
Dayananda Educational Trust set foot in Pujya Swamiji's janmabhoomi 13 years 
ago. She recalls how she would miss many days of school due to various 
reasons like family engagements, sanitation, absence of teachers and also 
because she had not much to look forward to. Her story is similar to many 
young girls and boys living in rural India. An independent report revealed that 
nearly 100 percent of children start primary school in India. But, as they grow 
older, especially the girls, they are pushed to drop out and support their family. 

Keeping in mind the challenges faced by children in rural India, the Swami 
Dayananda Educational Trust created an English medium school and an Arts & 
Science College in Manjakkudi with a holistic approach. One that will prepare 
children for the future; one that will inspire them to learn and walk into school 
every day; and importantly, one that will allow them to become responsible 
citizens. 

From schools to organic farming and sustainable community development 
initiatives, the Swami Dayananda Educational Trust has been the pillar and 
brick of this village. The village by itself has only 1500 residents; but each day, 
5000 students from over 120 villages enter Manjakkudi to learn and create for 
themselves a successful future. Pujya Swamiji witnessed the progress of this 
rustic village over the years, until his last visit in February 2015. He used to say, 
"Manjakkudi is a model village; it has become hi-tech." 

Looking ahead, we are confident that the work by the Swami Dayananda 
Educational Trust could be replicated across other states, so the benefits of 
integrated rural community development can be experienced across India. 

We invite you to be a part of this exciting journey.

Warm Regards,

Sheela Balaji
Chairperson & Managing Trustee

Message from Chairperson
& Managing Trustee
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Welcome to
Swami Dayananda Educational Trust

Vision

Smt. Sheela Balaji
Chairperson & Managing Trustee

Shri. M.G. Srinivasan
Trustee

Smt. Shanti Rangarajan
Trustee

Shri. S. Natarajan
Trustee

Shri. V. Rajagopalan
Trustee

Shri. R. Ramamurthy
Trustee

Shri. Arvind Balaji
Trustee

Shri. G. Dharmarajan
Trustee

Mission

To empower and create opportunities for rural 
communities to realise their full potential and 
become contributing  members of society.

Board of Trustees

To realise this vision through sustainable and integrated community development initiatives, which includes             
a space for value-based education and cultural validation with a focus on the village of Manjakkudi                 
and its environs.
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Manjakkudi, the birthplace of Pujya Swami 
Dayananda Saraswati, is a small hamlet on the 
Kaveri delta, with an approximate population of 
1500. It was like any other village in India. Today, 
all roads lead to Manjakkudi. Almost 5000 girls 
and boys, from 120 surrounding villages, walk, 
cycle and run to this village each morning to 
educate and create a brighter future for 
themselves.

Where is Manjakkudi?

Tamil Nadu
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“There were absolutely no facilities in this village. Not one house had a phone.  In fact, if you had to make a 
call, you would have to go to the Kodavasal Post Office that was 3 kilometres away. Cars were very rare, and 
villagers relied on the infrequent public buses. Life was arduous. Once Swami Dayananda Educational Trust 
came, the plan was to create a college. We did not have local contractors in the village, and had to hire 
masons. It was an uphill task to construct, and importantly, meet officials for permission.                                                    
Both Shri. G. Ramachandran sir and myself did as much as possible. But I must point out that his contribution 
towards the making of Manjakkudi is great. He dedicated his life towards the Trust.

For the construction of the collect, I remember tha we had to go toTrichy and get the jalli. Today, you can make 
a phone call and get it done. Then we would hire a lorry and drive there to place the order and bring it back. 
All this was new to us, but we took it to our stride. In fact we roped in the villagers and students to help in any 
way that they could to ensure the building was up and ready to start classes.

The Making of Manjakkudi

There were many months when finances 
proved to be a strain. Hence, we even 
applied to get a Rs.1000 grant from the local 
Panchayat Union. To get that, I was advised 
by GR sir to contest in the Panchayat 
elections. We won and I was elected to 
represent the Manjakkudi Panchayat, and 
importantly, we received the grant.

At that point there were people in the village 
who were not supportive of the growth of the 
village and setting up such a large education 
facility. They openly asked us who would 
work in the farms and rear cattle if children 
went to school? We had to constantly 
motivate and encourage children to attend 
school.

While I was growing up there were only  22 
houses in this agraharam. It is rare to find an 
agraharam expand in any village. Today, 
when you visit any agraharam, houses would 
be locked up or sold. In Manjakkudi, the 
agraharam is full of activity and life. Not one 
house is vacant.  From LKG to Ph.D, there is 
a course for every child who wishes to 
acquire knowledge. Manjakkudi has indeed 
transformed into a model village.”

Shri. V. Rajagopalan
Trustee of SDET   |   Active participant in 
making Manjakkudi what it is today
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The village pond surrounded by thatched 
roof huts

A photo of Swamiji before entering his home, which is 
located in the agraharam street in Manjakkudi

The Manjakkudi agraharam street in the mid-90’s

The agraharam street in 2015

09



Swami Dayananda Educational Trust (SDET) was formed in the year 2003, by Pujya Swamiji as the Founder 
Trustee and Chairman. SDET has been actively promoting the development of Manjakkudi and surrounding 
villages through educational initiatives, community development programmes, and creating employment 
opportunities.

The Trust manages: 

• Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School

• Semmangudi Higher Secondary School

• Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science

• Sri Varadaraja Perumal Temple

• Rural Raga

• AIM For Seva's Ayurveda Clinic

• Swami Dayananda Study Centre

• Spiritual Retreats

• Swami Dayananda Veda Patashala

• Goshala 

• Sri G.R. Auditorium

• Sri Lakshmi Narayana Perumal Temple

• Swami Dayananda Community Hall

• Wipro Business Services

• Organic Farming

The Work of
Swami Dayananda Educational Trust
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• Women in Manjakkudi seem much more independent and empowered. Most attribute it to the safe  
 environment of SDET College and the BPO

• Parents invest in daughter’s education as much or more than their sons’

• Banking and internet facilities started in the village

• Increase in the number of shops in the village due to a high student population

• School and college is a big resource for general hygiene (hand washing, sanitation)
 and women's hygiene practices

• The Carnatic music and Bharatanatyam workshops and the annual cultural event where established  
 artists perform every year is highly appreciated

An Extensive Impact Assessment Study
on Manjakkudi by Insights Applied Revealed:

As part of the impact assessment study, a total of 427 respondents were 
survery and in-depth interviews were conducted with over 80 residents 
from Manjakkudi and surrounding villages as part of the qualitative 
research. This is what they have to say:

Speak Up!

There are lots of changes in this village 
in the last 15 years. There were no 
browsing cafes or Xerox shops in 

Manjakkudi before but now we have a 
number of shops in each street. There 
were no ATMs in our village but now 

there is a City Union Bank here. 
Economically it has really improved.

Because of 
City Union Bank, 
savings behaviour 
of the local people 

has improved.

There were only four shops in 
Manjakkudi when I was in school. 

Now there are so many more, some 
which are open in the night also.



Swami Dayananda
Matric Higher Secondary School

Manjakkudi
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Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School in Manjakkudi enables rural children to access what has 
thus far been the prerogative of urban school children: an English medium education. This directly translates 
into better employment opportunities and a chance for advancement.

Teaching in English in a rural setting in India is a challenging task, and Swami Dayananda Educational Trust 
has adopted various innovative methodologies to ensure that a child receives the resources and the 
environment that fosters not only a working knowledge, but also a better understanding of English.

Established: 2006
Number of students: 768 (Boys: 384 and Girls: 384)
Classes: KG to Class 11
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Facilities

Centre for
Excellence

Qualified, Trained and
Experienced Teachers & Staff

Well-equipped
Labs and Library

International
Exposure to Students

Safe and Reliable
Transport System

Value-based
Curriculum

Ideal Teacher-Student
Ratio 1: 30

Integrated Coaching
for Competitive Exams



"When I was a teacher at the Manjakkudi Government School between 1986 to 2009, I remember waiting 
long hours at the Sivan Kovil bus stop in Manjakkudi to reach home after school. I would be at the bus stop 
at 5 pm everyday, and I would wait atleast one hour before a bus came my way. On some days, I have had 
to wait two hours. It was only when the English medium school was opened by Swami Dayananda 
Educational Trust in 2006 that positive change slowly seeped into this village. Autos started making way and 
finally private vans made an entry into the village, making commute easy for students, teachers and residents.

Manjakkudi was a typical village, and the agraharam opened doors early in the morning and shut by 6 pm.               
I recollect that when I joined the school as Director, there were approximately only 60 students and the classes 
were from LKG to class 3. The children came with absolutely no background and most of them were                                 
first-generation learners. We even had classes on 'how to speak' and children had to be groomed from 
scratch. After all it was the first English medium school in the village, so everything was new to the students.                                   
We organised lots of quizzes and games and encouraged participation. We were aware that the students 
needed to be given the opportunity to express themselves. We had a lot of foreigners visit the village for 
Swamiji's lectures, and at each opportunity we would encourage the students to shed their inhibitions and 
interact with them. Every time Smt. Sheela Balaji visited the school, she would ask, "How can we improve 
Nalini?". We would constantly re-invent ourselves.

When I retired in 2013, we had setup till class 7 and the construction for the new building was underway.            
I have witnessed things happen in Manjakkudi and it has been magical. Teachers have played a crucial role 
and have been the pillar of strength to this prestigious school. The time I spent at the English Medium School 
were the days that I enjoyed the most."

Nalini Teacher
Former Director of Swami Dayananda English 
Medium School from 2009 - 2013.
Now, she lives in Kodavasal and teaches Hindi 
to mothers and children in the village for free.

"It was only when the English 

medium school was opened by 

Swami Dayananda Educational 

Trust in 2007 that positive change 

slowly seeped into this village."
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Swami Dayananda Nursery
and Primary School
(was popularly known as English
School). Class 1 & 2

Started class 5

2006 2008

Started class 3

2009

Started class 4

2010

Started class 6 2011

Started class 7

2012

Swami Dayananda
Matric School
Started class 8

2013

Started class 92014

Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School
Started Class 10 and first batch of 26 students
appeared for the SSLC Board Examinations

2015

The first batch of Class 10 students appeared
for the State Board Examinations.

2016

16



"I've been at this school since class two and my first teachers were Meera 
Miss and Kalaivani Miss, both of them are still with the school. I'm from 
Perumbakkam village, which is three kilometers away from the school.               
My sister and I walk to the main road and take the school bus every day.       
My father is a bus driver in Chennai and visits us when he can. My mother, 
though she has completed her B.Com stays at home. I had become the 
school topper in Class 10 and it was completely because of the support 
given by my teachers and my own effort. After school, I don't attend 
tuitions. I have a study timetable given by the school which I follow strictly." 

R. Reshma 
Class 11   |   From Perumbakkam Village   |   Aspires to become a doctor

"There are over 20 children from my village who come to this school.            
My village is near Selur and the access to the main road is not easy. We all 
have a school bus, so it is easy to attend school. My favourite subject is 
Maths and I wish to do research in Maths. My aim is to devise theories and 
make mathematical concepts easier. I have a set time table given by the 
school, which I follow all through the week. For the weekends, I have 
created my own time table and I focus on subjects that require attention."

A. Kaarthika
Class 11   |   From Selur Village   |   Aspires to become a mathematician

"I joined this school in Class 2; then there were only 12 students in my 
class. I live in a village called Oghai, and it is about seven kilometers from 
the school. In those days I would come to school in a van, now I come in 
an auto. My father is a clerk in TNCC and my mother stays at home. 
Chemistry and maths are my favourite subjects; in my Class 10 board 
examinations, I scored full marks in Chemistry but in Maths I got only 180 
out of 200."

D. Gushwanth 
Class 11   |   From Oghai Village   |   Aspires to become a software engineer

The first batch of Class 10 students appeared for their State Board Examinations in 2016. In the class of 26, 
all of them cleared the boards and are not pursuing their Class 11.

Meet Our Class X Toppers
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Events

As a part of their physical education 
curriculum, children are taught yoga.

A play by the students on the great leader of Tamil Nadu Kamarajar.

The Hindu Young World Painting Competition.
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Independence Day Celebrations.
Importance is given to art and craft and children are encouraged to 

express themselves through this medium.

A quiz competition for the senior school students.



UK Teachers Visit

Catherine Rimmer and Katherine Cselko from the Education Rennaisance 
Trust, U.K. visited the school in December 2015. They interacted with the 
children and teachers and shared best practices. 

Global Youth Leadership Programme

The Global Youth Leadership Programme (GYLP) was organized for the fifth 
year in a row, in 2016. Led by Shri. Srini Raman, a group of 20 high school 
students from the US travelled to India with 4 adult chaperones to share best 
practices and learn from the students of Manjakkudi, Tamil Nadu.

Special Programmes
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Public-spirited philanthropist Shri. S.S. Natesa Iyer 
understood the lack of educational facility for girls in the village 
of Sembangudi. He started a school in 1958, and named it 
after the famous Carnatic musician Shri. Semmangudi 
Srinivasa Iyer who hailed from this village. Unable to continue 
their support, the trustees requested Pujya Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati to take over the running of the school. With support 
from its new trustees as well as with the help of the MP and 
Local Area Development Fund, the school's infrastructure 
improved. The older buildings were refurbished, additional 
buildings constructed and well-equipped science and 
computer labs were set up for the children.

Number of students: 1242 (Boys: 611 and Girls: 631)
Classes: Class 6 to Class 12

Semmangudi
Higher Secondary School
Sembangudi
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Semmangudi School was founded by Shri. S.S. Natesa Iyer
The school is named after the famous Carnatic musician Semmangudi            
Srinivasa Iyer who was born in this village. It was started to provide education to 
girl children. The first year had 10 students, both boys and girls.

Shri. N. Viswanathan, son of Shri. S.S. Natesa Iyer, was the first principal of the 
school, and continued to be so till his retirement.

Shri. N. Srinivasan, the second son of Shri S.S. Natesa Iyer, was the
Founder - Correspondent of the school

School was upgraded

It became Semmangudi Higher Secondary School

700 students and three branches of study was created.
Maths - Science / Maths - Commerce / EDA (Electrical Domestic Appliance)

School was handed over to Sruti Seva Trust, founded 
by Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati

Sruti Seva Trust handed over the school to Swami Dayananda Educational
Trust in Manjakkudi 

Introduced computer as a subject for all students

An accountancy group was also introduced

The classrooms had thatched roofs, which would leak during the monsoon and did not 
help from the heat during the summer; they were replaced with RCC roofing

There was an immediate need to construct 27 classrooms to 
accommodate over 1500 children

A physics and chemistry lab was built

Bought a piece of land and created a road to ensure children and villagers had an  
easy and safe access to school.

Once the road was created, the land was donated to the                                                        
Kappanamangalam Panchayat Union

1300 students from 32 surrounding villages benefit from this school

Partnered with Macmillan to teach the English language to the children

1958

1988

1992

2000

2005

2009

2010

2015

1958 - 1986
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"I joined this school from Class 6. I was at the government primary 
school in Arasavanangkadu, till Class 5. My father is a driver working in 
Chennai and my mother is housewife. My younger brother and sister 
study in the school in my village. I am learning English in this school.                     
I like to read the Thirukkural and know 20 verses by heart. My father 
wants me to become a collector. I want to become a teacher, like the 
my teachers at this school. I like science and enjoy learning about 
everything that has life, be it trees, animals or people. I take part in the 
oratorical competitions. I like to speak on Gandhi and other leaders.                     
I go to the local library in my village gather information for                           
my speeches"

Babitharan Loganathan
Class 6   |   From Arasavanangkadu Village
Aspires to become a teacher

"I have taken the Biology-Maths group. I cycle to school and want to 
pursue a profession in the medical field; most likely in nursing. I like the 
coaching here and the teachers are all interested in the well-being of 
the students. They have guided the students, especially those in 
Classes 10, 11 and 12. I scored 468 out of 500 in Class 10 and was 
the school topper. But my aim was to score more than my school 
senior, a girl called Narmada. She scored 492 out of 500, and has now 
joined a college. She is my inspiration. My father is a plumber and my 
mother is housewife and we do have a lot of financial strain, but I want 
to pursue my dream."

Abinaya Jayaraman
Class 11   |   From Deepangudi Village
Aspires to become a nurse

"Pujya Swamiji wished for all children to gain access to education and 
he told us never to turn down any child who seeks admission at 
Semmangudi  Higher Secondary School. So, till date every child who 
seeks admission is given a place in this school. As of today we have 
over 1300 students studying here. The growth of this school has been 
amazing. Once Swami Dayananda Educational Trust came in, the 
focus each year has been to improve the quality of education. There 
are two key challenges that we face, the first is trying to ensure 
children attend school and the second is to ensure parents don't pull 
them out of class to tend to cattle or go to work."

Shri. C. Raman
Principal of Semmangudi Higher Secondary School



Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science
Manjakkudi

Around the year 2000, the local residents of Manjakkudi requested Swamiji to start a 

college, as the girls in their families were losing out on higher education. They were 

unwilling to send girls to distant colleges as they feared for their safety while travelling 

in local buses. Hence, most girls stopped their education with school and went onto 

get married at an early age. To fulfil this need, Swami Dayananda Arts & Science 

College, affiliated to Bharathidasan University was started in 2001 in the village itself, 

as a co-educational institution. Initially, the college operated out of the Tamil School 

campus, but by 2003, a brand new state-of-the-art campus was built and 

inaugurated by Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati.

Number of Students: 1282

Number of Teaching Staff: 67

Number of Non-Teaching Staff: 56

Villages they come from: 120 villages in and around Manjakkudi

Bachelors in English (B.A)

Bachelors in Computer Science (B.Sc)

Bachelors in Information Technology 
(B.Sc)

Bachelors in Computer Application 
(B.C.A)

Bachelors in Mathematics (B.Sc)

Bachelors in Physics (B.Sc)

Bachelors in Chemistry (B.Sc)

Bachelors in Commerce (B.Com)

Bachelors in Bank Management (B.Com)

Bachelors in Business Administration 
(B.B.A)

Programmes Offered

Undergraduate Courses

Masters in Computer 
Science (M.Sc)

Masters in Chemistry
(M.Sc)

Masters in Commerce 
(M.Com)

Post Graduate Courses

Diploma in Yoga

Diploma Courses

Research Courses

Masters in Philosophy - Commerce (M.Phil)

Masters in Philosophy - Computer Science (M.Phil)

Doctoral Program (Ph.D)
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“My sister graduated from Swami Dayananda College of Arts 
& Science. Now, she is doing her Masters in Computer 
Application. She brought me to this college and I have  heard 
so much of good things that I decided to join as well. My father 
who has studied only till Class 12, owns a wet grinding mill 
and supplies idli and dosa batter for family celebrations.                              
My mother discontinued her education after Class 10 and is a 
self-taught beautician. My sister and I are the first to enter a 
college campus in our household. The year I joined was the 
year the music workshop by Smt. Bombay Jayashri Ramnath 
commenced. I enrolled and have not missed even one Friday; 
I feel happy when I sing. Beyond education, I have learnt to 
groom myself and improve the way I communicate only after 
joining this college. I wish to pursue my MBA and then look for 
employment.”

Nivetha Vaidyalingam
3rd Year B.Sc. Computer Science   |   From Tiruvarur Village
Aspires to join MBA

27



5228



Facilities

35 fully equipped and
well-ventilated classrooms

Well-qualified
teaching staff

Well-equipped
science laboratories

Comprehensive
library

Excellent sanitation and
clean wash facilities

14 college
buses

World-class
auditorium

Spacious playground
and sports infrastructure

UV-treated purified
water supply
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 “My father is a goldsmith; he has a small shop in Tiruvarur and till date 
he makes handmade jewellery. As the market is not good for 
handmade jewellers, so we do face many challenges. Neither can             
I draw, nor have the interest in gold jewellery designing. I want to do my 
MCA and then get a job in the IT field. I have become a confident 
person and have been given the opportunity to present papers in the 
college.  What I do like is that besides students from Tamil Nadu, we 
have students from other parts of India. Hence, we communicate in 
English to them and thereby also improve our spoken English."

Karthick Sundaram
3rd Year BCA   |   From Tiruvarur Village
Aspires to join an IT Company

“In my third semester, I have scored 91%. Next year I am looking forward 
to the campus interviews and I hope to get a job at Wipro or any of the 
banks that visit our campus for recruitment. I have always been strong 
with numbers and I want to do research in mathematics. But, my priority 
is to find a job and once I do, I will pursue my studies through distance 
learning. My three siblings are deaf and dumb, and my father is a farmer.  
My uncle wanted me to  join the Semmangudi Higher Secondary School, 
but my mother felt I was too young to leave them. My uncle who lives in 
Embam village, insisted that I join this college. I’m extremely happy here, 
there are many opportunities for students and I am working hard.”

Bagampriya Vedarathinam
B. Sc. Mathematics   |   From Vedaranyam village
Aspires to do Research in Mathematics
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Swami Dayananda Scholar Programme (SDSP)

63 students

Valambal Gopala Iyer Memorial Trust Scholarship

73 students 

Students who have benefited from these scholarship programmes until 2016.

2013- 2016 Batch Result Analysis

Scholarships at Swami Dayananda College
of Arts & Science 

GR Scholarship

98 students 

Bharat Heritage Foundation Scholarship

14 students

COURSE APPEARED FIRST FIRST FISRT SECOND THIRD  PASS

  EXCELLENCE DISTINCTION CLASS CLASS CLASS  PERCENTAGE

B.A. English 42 NIL NIL 11 21 NIL  76.19

B.Sc. Maths 42 2 14 23 NIL NIL  92.86

B.Sc. Physics 30 NIL 11 15 1 NIL  90.00

B.Sc.
Chemistry 28 NIL 4 17 NIL NIL  75.00

B.Sc.
Computer
Science 44 19 21 NIL NIL NIL  90.91

B.Sc.
Information
Technology 34 21 11 NIL NIL NIL  94.12

BCA 57 28 22 NIL NIL NIL  87.72

B.Com 118 NIL 9 81 27 NIL  99.15

B.B.A 48 NIL 2 33 12 NIL  97.92

M.Sc
Chemistry 3 NIL 1 2 NIL NIL  100.00

M.Sc
Computer
Science 7 NIL 4 2 NIL NIL  85.71

M.Com 16 NIL NIL 16 NIL NIL  100.00

M. Phil
Computer
Science 9 2 6 1 NIL NIL  100.00

M. Phil 
Commerce 5 NIL 4 NIL NIL NIL  80.00
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Graduation Day at Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science
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As many as sixty students (2012 - 2015) found lucrative jobs at different corporate houses that conducted 
campus interviews at Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science. 

The Placement Initiative

34



To promote the understanding of our culture, moral values 
and the value of education, the Trust organises several 
interactive discussion with special guests. 

• Padmashri Venu Srinivasan addressed the students  
 and emphasized that character alone could build a  
 healthy society and duty is in dharma. 

• Shri. Gopalan, Director of Sankara Group of Schools  
 spoke on the importance of vocational education.
 He further motivated the students to live a meaningful life. 

• Shri. Raghu, Special Director, TVS Training & Services  
 stressed the fact that the young graduates should have  
 the basic skills to make themselves employable.

Inspiring Speakers

Shri. Venu Srinivasan,
Chairman of the TVS Motor Company



The Sri Varadaraja Perumal Temple in Kodavasal is estimated to have been built in the late 9th century by the 
Chola Kings. After centuries of plunder, and then disuse, the temple got a lease of life when the Trust took 
over its administration in 2006. At the temple, you can find the deities Sridevi, Bhoomidevi Samedha,                             
Sri Varadaraja Perumal, Sri Narasimhar and Sri Anjaneyar.

There are several important festivals celebrated in this temple every year, like the Brahmotsavam, 
Pavithrotsavam, Krishna Jayanthi, Purattasi Saturdays Special Darshan, Karthigai Deepam, Vaikunda 
Ekadasi, Margazhi Koodarai Valli, Thai Pongal, Thai Amavasya Garuda Sevai, Akshayathrithiya and 
Vijayadasami.

Sri Varadaraja Perumal Temple
Kodavasal
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1944
Kumbabishekam done by the family. It was the 
year a lot of people left the village to cities1962

Palalayam - third generation of the family started 
the practice again2004
Kumbabishekam done by Shri. K. Sundarajan 2005

Kumbabishekam planned2017

Sorga Vasal built by SDET2015
1200 years old. Flooring is the same,
it is still stone

Pooja continues twice a day

People are happy - almost 5000 people come 
on Puratasi Saturdays

On other Saturdays there are about
100 people who visit this temple

“This temple has been in my family for many 
generations. In 1944, when my father was 4 
years old, my grandfather rebuilt the temple. 
However, the idols have been there for 1200 
years. From 1962 to 2004, things were slow at 
the temple, as my grandfather had aged and my 
father was unwell. In 2005, I stepped in to 
perform the Kumbabishekam. That's when I 
went to Manjakkudi to invite Smt. Sheela Balaji 
and the Trust. She came for the celebration and 
gave me Rs. 4000 to buy flowers for the idol. 
From then on, there has been steady progress in 
maintenance of this 1200 year old temple. Earlier, 
though the prayers were offered everyday, only a 
handful of devotees came. When the temple 
maintenance improved, a small community was 
developed around it. Shops, houses and 
transport developed. The 2017 Kumbabishekam 
has been planned.”

Shri. K. Sundarajan
Hereditary Management of Sri Varadaraja 
Perumal Kovil, Kodavasal   |   Lives in Kodavasal

"When the temple maintenance 

improved, a small community was 

developed around it. Shops, houses and 

transport developed. Around the temple, 

a source of livelihood and community 

spirit was seen among the villagers of 

Kodavasal."

Kumbabishekam done by Shri. K. Sundarajan 
Grandfather
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Rural Raga

Partnering with Hitham Trust, founded by Smt. Bombay 
Jayashri Ramnath, the Trust has been able to reintroduce 
the region's rich musical heritage to the students of Swami 
Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School, Semmangudi 
Higher Secondary School and Swami Dayananda College 
of Arts & Science. The Carnatic music classes are 
conducted by Smt. Bombay Jayashri Ramnath and her 
students every Friday at Manjakkudi. Since 2013, over 100 
students have successfully completed the one year 
certificate course in Carnatic music. In a parallel 
programme, a Kalakshetra graduate introduces classical 
dance forms to the students through weekly classes.

“Considering the fact that these children do not have any 
background in Carnatic music, they have surprised us with 
their grasping power. In these parts of the world, coming to 
school itself is still a tough ordeal. Yet, they make it every 
week with the same level of interest and enthusiasm,”            
says Oscar Nominee and Founder of Hitham Trust,              
Smt. Bombay Jayashri Ramnath.

Students 2015 - 2016 Batch:

Swami Dayananda Matric Higher Secondary School - 89

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science - 40

Semmangudi Higher Secondary School - 28
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“Nobody in my family can sing. I can. I also 

perform in the school events. 'Enakku 

vendum varangalai’ is a song written by the 

Tamil poet Bharathiyar. Bombay Jayashri 

madam taught me this song. Of all the ragas             

I like  Kalyani the best. I have been learning 

from madam for the last two years." 

Vaishnavi Krishnamoorthy

Class 5  I  From Manjakkudi Village

She is one of the students who have signed 

up for these weekly music classes
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Set up in 2005, AIM for Seva's Ayurveda Clinic at Kodavasal specialises in traditional medicines and 
treatments. The doctor, trained at the well-known Arya Vaidhya Pharmacy near Coimbatore, with his team of 
caregivers, provides consultation free of cost. The treatment and medicines are offered at a subsidised cost 
to people.

"We have a minimum of atleast 15 people who walk into the 
ayurveda clinic everyday. They are from Kodavasal and 
neighbouring villages. This was the first ayurveda clinic to be 
set up in this village. In the last three years that I have been a 
part of Swami Dayananda Educational Trust, I have been able 
to see a variety of ailments here. The most common is 
orthopaedic ailments and skin diseases. They come with 
lower back pain, knee pain, and this is mostly a result of poor 
nutrition and the villagers adopting a western lifestyle. For 
example, they now prefer to buy idli and dosa batter from the 
shops than spend 4 hours grinding it at home. They buy 
products that are cost-effective and do not check if it has any 
health benefits. Skin diseases like leukoderma, psoriasis, 
dermatitis, eczema and dandruff are common. Most of them 
seeking support would have tried allopathic medicine and 
come to ayurveda when it has worsened. Over the years, we 
have been able to help many people and the clinic has won 
the trust of the villagers."

Shri. S. Rajendran
Physician   |   In-charge of The Ayurveda Clinic, Kodavasal

AIM for Seva's Ayurveda Clinic
Kodavasal
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The Arsha Vidya Research and 
Publication Trust is the single-source 
centre for editing and publishing Pujya 
Swami Dayananda Sarawati's 
writings. The publication transcribes, 
edits, collates and publishes Swamiji's 
teachings, lectures and writings with 
the sole objective to spread the vision 
of our traditional spiritual texts and 
scriptures through systematic 
expansion of quality print and 
publishing media at affordable prices. 
At the Swami Dayananda Study 
Centre in Manjakkudi you will find over 
50 titles from various series such as 
public talks, moments with oneself, 
exploring Vedanta, text-translation, 
Upanishad series and many more in 
the offering. 

Swami Dayananda Study Centre
Manjakkudi

This serene ambience of the meditation centre in 
Manjakkudi encapsulates Pujya Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati's words,

"Mind is time, time is mind. Mind is but thought flow; 
thoughts are founded on the memories of our 
experience, experiences gained in the past...”

Meditation Centre
Manjakkudi
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Manjakkudi is an ideal space to 
conduct Vedanta retreats; the serene 
spiritual atmosphere, encourages to 
spread the beautiful subject of 
Vedanta. The facilities include 
spacious, fully air-conditioned rooms, 
nutritious meals at the koodam, and 
halls for satsangs, lectures and yoga. 
At the moment, we have been able to 
support and accommodate groups of 
upto 50 people who have signed up 
for programmes delivered by Swamijis 
and Swaminis, from across the globe.

Spiritual Retreats

Classical Performances in Manjakkudi

3 days Bhagavad Gita and Value of Values retreat held
at Manjakkudi last year by Nandana Nagraj from UK

A 10-day grand classical music and dance performance is held annually at Manjakkudi

Performances in Manjakkudi 2016

Carnatic Music Renditions

Shri. Maharajapuram Ramachandran

Smt. Bombay Jayashri Ramnath

Shri. Embar Kannan

Kumari. Sriranjani Santhanagopalan

Shri. Suryaprakash

Shri. Ramakrishnan Moorthy

Dance Performances

Smt. Anitha Guha

Smt. Madhu Natraj

Smt. Preethi Patel

Smt. Ananda Shankar Jayanth

Shri. Vishal Krishna

Shri. Srijan Chatterjee
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Started in 2006, the Patashala provides instruction on the Rig, Shukla Yajur and Krishna Yajur branches of the 
Vedas. To ensure the traditional temple rituals are handed down to the next generation, Pujya Swamiji initiated 
the setting up of the Vaikanasa Agamam section as part of the Patashala. The entire facility functions from a 
traditional Kumbakonam tiled house, which has been carefully restored to preserve the original architecture. 
Through the Patashala, the Trust ensures that Indian Vedic heritage is preserved for posterity. Many students 
have successfully passed out from the Veda Patashala and have taken roles in temples, vedic school and also 
as purohits.

Following the traditional Gurukulam style, the students live with and learn from their gurus following a rigorous 
curriculum that starts well before dawn until sundown. The students also study in the regular stream of 
academics and are encouraged to appear for their 10th Board examinations.

Students 2015 - 2016 Batch:
Studying Rig Veda -16
Studying Krishna Yajur Veda - 22
Studying Shukla Yajur Veda - 9
Studying Vaikanasa Agamam - 9

Swami Dayananda Veda Patashala
Kodavasal
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Goshala
Manjakkudi

A dairy farm situated in a shady peaceful area of the 
village, with local and cross-breed cows. They yield over 
85 litres of organic milk every day, which is sold to large 
dairy companies providing residents with a sustainable 
means of livelihood. The Goshala comprises of 20 Indian 
cows and 20 cross-breed cows.

The newly constructed college canteen has been a favourite with the students. With its state-of the-art 
kitchen, well-ventilated dining area, students need not leave the campus for lunch. The canteen is                          
well-equipped to manage all school and college events, catering for a guest count of upto 1000.

Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science Canteen
Manjakkudi
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Established in 2011, the aesthetically designed air-conditioned auditorium with pre-function facilities and 
adjoining foyer for conferences, public lectures and cultural programmes can accommodate over 1000 
people. All the college events and the much sought after annual 10-day cultural event takes place in this 
auditorium.

Sri. G.R. Auditorium
Manjakkudi

Located right next to Pujya Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati's ancestral home in Manjakkudi, this 
temple holds a special place in the hearts of the 
locals.

Sri Lakshmi
Narayana Perumal Temple
Manjakkudi

An ambulance service that operates 24 hours a day 7 
days a week is provided to support the emergency 
needs of the villagers. A nurse has also been appointed 
to give immediate medical support and help move 
patients to the nearest healthcare facility safely.

Emergency Medical Support

45



Swami Dayananda Community Hall
Manjakkudi

The Swami Dayananda Community Hall in Manjakkudi was built for the villagers to hold their 
celebrations. This hall is managed and maintained by Swami Dayananda Educational Trust and 
provided free of cost. 

In line with the 'Swachh Bharat' campaign, the Swami Dayananda Educational Trust constructed 
five mobile toilets in the village. Located within the community hall premises, these are for the village 
women to use. Not just toilets, but there is a shower facility as well for women.

Total Built Area - 2680 sq.ft.
Function Hall - 1020 sq.ft, accommodates 150 people
Dining Hall - 510 sq.ft, accommodates 100 people
Kitchen - 300 sq.ft.
Toilets - 168 sq.ft.
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I grew up in Manjakkudi and recollect the internet boom. In 2003, the teachers and students had to go all the 
way to Kumbakonam to check e-mails. We decided to explore the possibilities of getting an internet 
connection for our college. I paid a visit to the Tiruvarur Bharat Sanchar Nigam Telephone Exchange (BSNL) 
and was directed to a gentleman sitting in a cabin. He heard me and said that they would get back. By the 
time I returned to Manjakkudi, Shri. Sathyanarayanan, the man I met, was already at our college. It was then 
that I was told that he was Head of BSNL for the Tiruvarur District. Along with his team, he did a complete 
survey and presented a report to us. The report revealed that a leased line would be possible, but would cost 
close to Rs. 20 lakhs to set up. We were shocked and said it would not be possible for us to spend so much. 
In those days, only engineering colleges had leased line connections. After further discussion, BSNL came 
forward to support the cause and quoted a fee of Rs. 6 lakhs to set it up. We agreed.

The Story Behind Manjakkudi's Internet Connection

Kodavasal, a village that had only 150 telephone connections was our nearest telephone exchange. For the 
leased line, the route was from Manjakkudi to Kodavasal, Kodavasal to Tiruvarur, Tiruvarur to Trichy, and finally 
Trichy to Chennai. If there was any disturbance along this route, it meant Manjakkudi will not have a 
connection till sorted. To ensure the college had consistent internet access, the Kodavasal BSNL office 
upgraded their routers and switches, and improved their infrastructure. So, from 2004 the students of Swami 
Dayananda College of Arts & Science could check their e-mails from the campus itself. 

We thank the 'Kodavasal BSNL' Team for their support

In 2006, when Shri. Dayanidhi Maran was the Minister for Telecom, he worked on a programme to take the 
internet to rural India. BSNL representatives from South India gathered for a meeting and spoke about the 
importance of the internet. A small team from Kodavasal BSNL raised their voices to proudly share the story 
of how they were able to support a college in a small village called Manjakkudi get connected with the world.  

From the leased line, we were then able to apply for a broadband connection, which we got. Infact, if you look 
at the records, Swami Dayananda College is the first organisation to get a broadband connection from the 
Tiruvarur District BSNL Telephone Exchange. A few months later, we came to know that as per the BSNL 
requirements, a place needs atleast 20 applications to provide a BSNL Broadband connection. So, we 
organised a meeting for the people of Manjakkudi to raise awareness on the internet and explained how easy 
it is to get connected. We were able to get the mandatory 20 connections. 

Being the first village in Tiruvarur District to get a broadband connection

When you walk around Manjakkudi, switch on your wifi and you will see lots of connections. Where 
my house is in the agraharam, I call it the wi-fi street, as there are so many connections. Because we 
were connected, the possibility of providing back-office support came up and finally an organisation 
like Wipro came forward to set up a rural BPO.

Shri. Rajagopal Ramamurthi
Wipro In-charge, Manjakkudi

Today we are connected
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2005

Located within the Swami Dayananda College 
campus, this is the first rural Business Process 
Services (BPS) unit by Wipro Technologies. 
Nearly 90% of the employees are graduates from 
Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science.                    
It is a good platform that equips these young 
adults to prepare themselves for the future. The 
company has 100 employees in the day shift and 
50 employees in the night shift.

First graduation ceremony of Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science. 250 students graduated 
- The University Rank holder that year was a girl from Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science. 
She was pursuing B.Com in the college.

2007 Conducted a survey to identify what the college students were doing upon completing the course.

Survey results revealed:

A majority of the girls stayed back at home, waiting to get married. Their parents did not want them 
to travel far for work.

The boys tried for jobs in other cities, but those who were not able to live in the cities and hunt for 
jobs returned to the village. They did odd jobs or just sat at home.

Smt. Sheela Balaji suggested that we establish employment opportunities and train the students for 
the corporate world at Manjakkudi. This led us to learn more about back office processing.

2009 Wipro Team visited Manjakkudi.

Impressed with Swamiji's vision, they conducted a feasibility study to see if they could set up a back 
office processing team in Manjakkudi. Their study revealed:

within a 25 kilometer radius from Manjakkudi there are almost 9000 graduates, a majority of them 
coming from Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science.

They concluded that there are resources from this region.

2011 Started a pilot batch with 50 employees. All of them were graduates 
of Swami Dayananda College of Arts & Science.

Introduced the pilot batch to the UK client.

2012 After the successful pilot batch, more employees were recruited. 
There were 100 employees.

2013

2015 ISO 2017 certification given to the
Wipro premises in Manjakkudi.

2014
After an assessment of staff, some of them got the opportunity to 
move to the Wipro main office in Chennai.

Wipro Business Services
Manjakkudi

Employee strength grew to 150.
Introduced night shift.



Organic Farming
Manjakkudi

A 26-acre land in Manjakkudi is the zone of innovation 
and experimentation in organic farming. Apart from 70 
types of medicinal plants, the farm has successfully 
reared 8 vegetable crops, 14 types of trees, and 20 
types of crotons and paddy, that are all organic.

 

Medicinal Plants

Paddy

Trees

Vallarai, Pudhina, Nithiyakalyani, Semparathi, Neer Notchi, Maruthani, 

Notchi, Paruppukeerai, Vellai Karisalankanni, Nathai Soori, Amman 

Pacharisi, Naaiveli, Mulsangu, Vellarukku, Thazhuthazhai, Sivappu Arali, 

Kuppaimeni, Pachai Kiluvai, Rayiladi Poondu, Kanavazhai, Omavalli, Manjal 

Karisalanganni, Araikeerai, Thumbai, Tulsi, Kaattu Koyya, Nayuruvi, 

Arugambul, Aruvamani Poondu, Keezhanelli, Punnakku Poondu, 

Siriyanangai, Elanthai Poondu, Neermul, Oomathai, Kolingai, 

Kattamamakku, Peenari Sangu, Thuthi, Thoothuvalai, Karumpoola, Yaanai 

Nerunji, Karuveppilai, Sundaikkai, Ponnavarai, Karunthulasi, Pullainarisangu, 

Kodikalli, Vishamoongil, Marul, Naarkatrazhai, Nagathali, Thirugukalli, 

Thalikodi, Kuthiraikulambu, Katrazhai, Nallathi, Malai Vembu. Kalyana 

Murungai, Vagai, Nila Vembu, Nelli, Chandanam, Sitharathi, Kodukkapuli, 

Vembu and Eucalyptus.

Kaalajeera, Iluppaipoo Samba, Vasanai Jeeraga Samba, Thooyamalli, Vellai 

Ponni, Mapillai Sambha and Karuppu Kavuni.

Saraca Indica

Pterocarpus Padak

Terminalia Arjuna

Vengai

Shorea Robusta

Silver Oak

Iluppai

Caesalpinia Sappan

Red Sandal

White Sandal

Kadambu

Lemon

Cassia javanica

Lime
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Thank You, Partners

Our Supporters from the USA

The Swami Dayananda Educational Trust has been able to impact the lives of so many people living in over 
120 villages in and around Manjakkudi because of the generosity of sponsors from across the world.              
We want to once again say, "thank you".

Smt. Vijayalakshmi & Shri. K.K. Davey 

Smt. Latha & Dr. Pramod Deshmukh 

Smt. Mangala & Dr. Arun Puranik

Smt. Uma & Shri. Ram Venkatraman

Smt. Saraswathy & Shri. Kumar Nochur

Smt. Meena & Dr. Prasad Mantravadi

Shri. Subbiah Gopalraman

Dr. Varalakshmi & Dr. Shankar Niranjan

Smt. Shobha & Shri. Eashwar Money

Smt. Rajee & Shri. Sivasubramanian Iyer

Dr. Thulasi & Dr. Chandra Chandran

San Francisco Bay Area Community

North Carolina Community, Raleigh

Washington DC Area Community

Boston Community

Georgia Community, Atlanta
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How Can A Corporate or Individual Support Us?

• Construct a classroom
 This includes construction of a classroom and providing desks for 30 students
 Rs.10 Lakhs to Rs.15 Lakhs

• Sponsor a bus for the primary school children to commute to school
 Rs. 8 Lakhs to Rs.10 Lakhs

• Veda Patashala Student Sponsorship
 Sponsor a student for one year - Rs. 50,000
 Sponsor a student's eight year study programme - Rs. 4 Lakhs

• Support Special Projects
 Setting up a digital lab, in-house library, upgrading the laboratory,
 solar panels and organising skill development workshops for the children 

• Create a Scholarship Programme



Project address

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust
Manjakkudi, Tiruvarur District
Tamil Nadu - 612 610
Phone: +91 4366 260 300

Administrative address

Swami Dayananda Educational Trust
'Srinidhi' Apartments
4, Desika Road, Mylapore, Chennai
Tamil Nadu - 600 004
Phone: +91 44 2498 7955 / 2498 7966

Swami Dayananda Educational Trustwww.sdet.in

dayanandacollege@yahoo.co.in / dayanandacollege@gmail.com


